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A MEDIUMISTIC EXPERIMENT 
By \ MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY 


Prior to the death of my wife, I had never taken more than a super- 

cial interest in psychical research. From what seemed to me the 

ie cliable testimony of others, I regarded it as probable that conscious 
aan rsonality persists after death—indeed, the opposite view seemed to 


sa unthinkable. With my wife’s passing somewhat less than four years 
ry . : ? 


rer ro, however, my interest assumed the form of an intense desire to 


ow, if this were possible, by means of evidential process personally 
perienced, With full understanding of the frauds that are perpe- 
ited in the name of spiritualism, and full realization of the neces- 
ics for extreme caution and a well-maintained guard against self- 
usion arising out of the intensity of desire, I sought for a medium 
whom I might put some credit. I was finally able to have an inter- 
w with a psychie who seemed to me of a higher order of refinement 
n one usually meets, and the present paper will detail the results 

uy sittings with her. 
In order that I may be able to continue my sittings without in 
way revealing my identity, I must be excused from publishing any 
tement of names or places. I have, of course, placed in the hands 
the Research Officer the missing information necessary to verify all 

tements herein made. 
[ travelled by train from my home city to the city where the sitting 
erwards occurred; and at about 10:00 a.m. I conferred at his office 
a reputable doctor who, like myself, is a member of the A.S.P.R. 


id him of my desire to get in touch with a reliable medium of high 
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class in his city. This doctor was a total stranger to me, his name 
having been supplied by the Society’s Secretary. After an interesting 
conversation with him on psychical subjects, he told me that he had 
not kept in touch with mediums for many years; he had become con- 
vinced by personal experiences of the continuance of conscious per- 
sonality, and did not have further interest in further pursuit of the 
subject through mediums. He sought by telephoning a friend to get 
for me what I wanted, but without success. He then advised me 
to get in touch with the Spiritualistic churches in the city, through 
the advertisements in the issues of the preceding week-end; and he 
suggested one particular such church whose pastor he believed to be 
of higher caliber than the average. Just as I left him, at about 
11:15 a.m., he took a memorandum of my name and address, which I 
only then gave him. I was careful to tell him absolutely nothing about 
myself, suppressing even a mention of my occupation or movements, 
telling him nothing of my object in seeking a medium, and nothing 
whatever of my life or the identities or deaths of any persons connected 
with me. He did not name the medium to whom he was referring me; 
he merely named her church. 

I have written to this doctor, asking that he add his assurance 
that he did not communicate with the medium about me. In response 
he has addressed the Research Officer directly; and I leave it to the 
editor to introduce at this point the following excerpt from the doctor’s 
letter, which I have not seen: 

“TIT herewith enclose you a copy of the letter received from 
Mr. ——. I certainly was surprised to receive this letter from Mr. 
——. I recall somewhat indistinctly that someone called on me some 
months ago and wanted to know where a medium could be found. If 
remembered, once, going to this Mrs. S., but my experience with her was 
not satisfactory. When I gave Mr. —— her address, I told him that 


she was probably as reliable as the common run of mediums in this part 
of the country. Of course I did not communicate with Mrs. S., either 
directly or indirectly; I have had no communication with her, either 
directly or indirectly, for several years. I do not even now know the 
subject of Mr. ———’s investigation.” 


I went at once to the Church referred to by the doctor, and to the 
pastor’s residence adjoining. I arrived there at about 11:40 a.™. 
Meeting and conversing with the lady, I told her that for a very 
special reason I desired a sitting that day or the next. Other than 
this, I told her absolutely nothing, except that, whether morning ot 
afternoon or before or after the sitting I am not sure, I told her that 
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I was passing through the city on my way to my home town, the name 
of which I incidentally mentioned. I was not dressed in mourning at 
cither of my sittings or at this morning interview, and wore no mark 
of mourning whatever. On none of these occasions did I make any 
allusion whatever to any bereavement, or to any person living or dead. 
The naming of my home town to her, and the giving of my name and 
address to the doctor, were the only let-downs of my extreme caution. 
At my morning interview I made an appointment for a sitting at her 
residence at 2:00 p.m. on the same day. During conversation with 
ier both in the morning and in the afternoon, I drew from her many 
interesting statements as to how she had discovered her mediumship. 

|The sitter’s original notes, submitted with his manuscript, show 
that he was alive to the importance of recording the nature of the 
preliminary conversations which he had with the medium; and he did 
this at considerable length. Most of the talk was volunteered by the 
medium. She related at length the story of the rise of her mediumship, 
with incidents of her girlhood history; discussed frauds, particularly 
those of materialization; commented upon what she regarded as the 
‘redulity of Doyle with an illustrative incident; told of her healing 
work, ete.—J. M. B.] 

The sitting was commenced shortly after 2:00 p.M., in a room fully 
ighted, the illumination being directly on her face rather than on 
ine. ‘There were no contortions or movements of any kind; the 

medium, sitting at ease in an ordinary chair, quietly closed her eyes. 
\iy own mind, I may say, was concentrated on the possibility of get- 
ting communication from my wife, who had died less than eleven 
months previously. I took notes in shorthand, reproducing her exact 
words as nearly as their occasional excessive speed would permit. 
When I failed to get the exact words, I am very certain that I got 
their content without error. Immediately on my return to my hotel, 
! wrote out in longhand, from the shorthand notes and from memory, 
as complete an account of the sitting and its preliminary conversation 
as [could manage. All this material is submitted with the manuscript 
of my narrative, and has had such examination as the Research Officer 
has cared to give it. 

[It sheuld be very pointedly stated that the original séance-room 
notes as thus amplified immediately after the séance include not only 
what the medium said, but equally everything that the sitter said. It 
docs not anywhere appear that he made any statements or leading 
remarks beyond what the printed text will indicate-—J. M. B.] 

Immediately on closing her eyes, the medium spoke, rapidly and 
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with a foreign accent though otherwise in her ordinary voice, saying: 
“Tam Dr. Pincus.” This name, which I have substituted for that of 
the * control ” who she had previously told me always helped her, car- 
ries approximately the same connotations of nationality as the original. 
The purport of his talk was that he would do his best to put us in 
communication with the one we desired; with remarks concerning thie 
desire of those on his side to communicate with their loved ones here. 
Then the foreign accent was suddenly dropped, and the medium’s 
voice, normal in every detail, resumed, more slowly and apparently 
with an effort to concentrate: 

“In the first place, I feel a very distinct longing in your heart, 
and the impression is like waiting—as though you were standing beside 
the bier of some one, and that with the longing of your heart you 
were crying out to them: ‘If I were you and you were me, I would tell 
you if it were all of life to live and all of death to die—I would come 
back to you.’ [Then addressing me more directly] It is you I seem 
to be impressed with so strongly—not the one who has experienced thie 
transition. Closer than hands and feet, sometimes when we do not 
know it that loved one is near us. There is standing very close in 
your surroundings the very wonderful form of a woman—so wonderful 
—wonderful mentally, wonderful morally, wonderful physically.” 

| My wife was indeed a wonderfully gifted woman, of great intel- 
lectual power, highest ideals, and, at the time of the accident that 
resulted in her death and indeed during her entire mature life, in 
perfect health. | 

“The form has one great desire: to give you one specific messave. 
It seems to be the individual interpreted to you. As she stands here 
so close beside you, there stands beside you a young man—I cannot tell 
his exact age—perhaps between 25 and 30. This boy’s eyes remind 
me of a deep violet; they are so very dark. They seem trying to look 
on you, as he raises a capital C.” 

[ My son was at this time 29 years old and has brown eyes. ‘The 
remark about the C was utterly unintelligible to me at the moment. 


That same evening, after I had transcribed my notes, my son arrived 
by auto from a distant city which he had left several days before. 
When I reached this point in reading the notes to him, he said that 
for two days and at the time of the séance he had been thinking of 
me; and at the same time watching actively for a capital C on the 


poles at the roadside—the marking of the highway along which he 
was to travel to reach me. ] 


“They are also bringing in a little girl between 12 and 15 years 
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of age, rather a frail and dark child, in her physical life more intel- 
lectual than physical; and the three are standing there to make a 
nucleus of those you wish to hear from.” 

| At the time of the sitting, I did not think of it, and this passage 
meant nothing to me; but the description of a little girl between 12 
and 15, frail and dark recalls a child, V—, of one of my men cousins 
now living and hereafter referred to, whose mother is also still living 
and hence not to be identified with the mother “ impression ” that fol- 
lows. V— died at about 12 years of infantile paralysis; she was the 
only child in my family connections to pass out in childhood. She 
was brunette, like my wife, with whom she was a great favorite; and 
frail. | 

“The other side of life—yes, seven tenths of those who are here 
address you in life. Did you know-——can you look back and under- 
stand that there have been at least twelve within the last seven years 
interwoven into your life who have passed the transition? Not your 
immediate family perhaps, but persons closely connected with you. 
Sometimes three in one year.” 

[I can recall just seven of my family, including aunts and cousins, 
who died within ten years preceding the séance. My brother, who 
died in 1918, had long ago remarked to me that in our family, when 
one died two others always followed within a year. But within the 
preceding seven years I had had only two relatives who died; and I 
cannot add to this roster any personal friends at all, of any significant 
intimacy. | 

* Would you know that your mother is on the spirit side of life? ” 

| That I might not actively mislead, I simply replied to this: “ Is 
she?’ My mother is in fact still living, in good health, at the age of 
eight y-odd. | 

“There is a mother consciousness coming to me. It may be that 
it is your mother’s side of life. Did you know that your mother had 
four children—four boys, it seems to me? Maybe four girls—four 
children—yes, this is it. Did she have four children? ” 

{I replied: “ Yes, but not four boys.” The facts are that of the 
four, one, a child with red hair, died in babyhood before I was born. 
The other three were myself, my brother who died in 1918 at the age 
of about 60, and my sister who predeceased him by two years at about 
this same age. I was the youngest, about eight years younger than 
my brother. | 

“So it seems—four. [Long pause.]| Was it more than four? 
Yes, it is four boys. Four boys are standing close together, two earth- 
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plane and two spirit. And one I see, spirit. I mean to differentiate 
between this and the other world. Sometimes [ see those in the other 
world and some still in this. [Long pausé.| Well, I will let it pass. 
I see four distinct boys belonging to one family—it may be a distance 
in relationship, however, but close relationship.” 

[During the sitting, nothing occurred to me in this connection 
save what I have set down about my own brothers and sisters. Later, 
I recalled the following facts, partially referred to elsewhere herein, 
but which I set down in full at this point: My cousin Thomas died 
in 1876, a young man about 18 years of age. He had two brothers 
who are still living. One of these still-living brothers it was who had 
the daughter V— mentioned above. ‘These three boys, with my own 
brother who died in 1918, were the closest of companions in their 
young manhood, while I, younger, was rather apart from their com- 
panionship, though as a little boy I was very chummy with Thomas. 
When the medium speaks of two boys on the earth-plane and two 
deceased, one of the latter subsequently turning up again later in the 
sitting as “Tom,” we have an obvious correspondence with fact, to 
which we should not be blinded by the medium’s error in making all four 
of the boys brothers. | 

** Have you a consciousness that in a few days or it may be a few 
weeks it may be the anniversary of the passing of a soul? For ther 
is like a birthday card being laid on your right lapel, with a whit: 
bud in it. <A white rose-bud. That soul is trying to put on som 
likeness that I can catch—even though it is like a shadow conscious 
ness, trying to build on your consciousness. The purport of you 
message seems to be to get me the universal. [Long pause.] You 
have not any article that that soul possessed, have you? By pressing 
it against my solar plexus, I may be able to get the spiritual-chemica! 
reaction that may get something tangible for you.” 

| As I have indicated, we were within six weeks of the anniversar) 
of my wife’s death. I now took off a plain gold ring from my finger. 
This ring has on it, very faintly, because worn by time, my initials. 
It was made nearly thirty years ago from several old rings that m) 
wife had remelted; including one that had been given her by her 
brother, now in California and hereinafter mentioned, and on which 
had been engraved the word “ Mizpah.” These facts I had not in 
mind at the time of the sitting or when handing out the ring; I 
thought of it only as having been given me by my wife many years ago. 
As I handed it to the medium I simply said: “ Here is a ring, not that 
she possessed, but that she gave me.” The medium took the ring, 
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groping for it without opening her eyes; she pressed it against her 
body, and resumed. | 

**Do you know anything about her impression in regard to an 
accident? Her mental consciousness seems to be picking up an acci- 
dent condition. Would there be in your consciousness—in your 
knowledge—the accident condition in your life that may in any way 
have caused her transition? She is trying her best to impress my 
consciousness with it.” 

[To the medium’s first question above I replied: ‘* What does she 
y about it?” To the second I made no response. The cause of 
my wife’s death was an accident, caused by an error of judgment on 
my part plus lack of caution. She with three others of us was stand- 
ing beside an elevator in the dusk. We all supposed the car was at 
the landing, and she stepped in first to light the light in it. To our 


sé 


S 


‘horror, the car was not there and she plunged to the floor below, 


Taken to the hospital, after a brief moment of consciousness in which 
she complained of her hurt back she remained unconscious for two 
days, dying of brain concussion and kidney rupture. } 

*T don’t know what she is counting—two. I don’t know whether 
she means two years or two books. She is trying to show me with two 
fingers as though she were counting time.” 

[I said: “ Past or future?” The medium resumed: ]} 

“No, that is not what she is trying to show me. She is showing 
me individuals left on the earth-plane 





she is showing me two. There 
are two individuals so close to her consciousness that they are a part 
of her.” 

| Neither my wife nor I ever had any other child than the son, now 
living, of whom I speak above.—-The author. There is accordingly no 
ambiguity here, as there so often is in such censuses of the living or 
J. M. B.] 

“ T wish it were possible to get it more plainly. She is so anxious 
that it prevents her from getting the message over. I wish she would 





the dead or the dear ones generally. 


take more time. She is absolutely desirous of getting a message to 
you. Do you know if she is several years younger than you? ” 


| My wife was four years older than I. I replied: “ Does she look 


"38 


so? The medium resumed: | 


* Some dreadful strain, some, I should say—almost a catastrophe 
because they had gone through some event that has almost changed 
the caliber of their mentality—that which must have occurred just 
previous to their passing. It could not have been many months. If 
it was months it must have been a very few of them.” 


Seow Te 





a 


320 A MEDIUMISTIC EXPERIMENT 


[For several years my wife had been bent on making money in a 
business of her own to provide for our old age, and we had been many 
times separated in our respective activities, often in distant cities. 
Less than a year before her death, a venture of hers had turned out 
disastrously, and she had to commence all over again to regain what 
she had lost. Four months before her death a new position had been 
offered me which led her to give up her schemes and resume family life 
with me without business cares on her part. We entered upon our 
renewed family life very happily and to her perfect content, my new 
position freeing her from all her long years of financial worry. Th« 
medium resumed : | 

**When she gives me this sort of thing, I get it more as a feeling. 
She is not speaking words to me. I am getting it like an impression: 
but I get such a heart-ache—such a feeling around you—that if you 
only knew a little more exactly—that I would not have to surmise so 
much. It seems as though you are in the shadow of it—you have not 
gathered the exact conditions that concerned her and her affairs, as 
you should have known them before her passing, because her life was 
open as a book.” [Pause.] “ I hear—like as though something sud- 
denly snaps and my face and head as if it were shut off from the air 
where I cannot get breath. Now I do not mean like all passing transi 
tions where breath is shorter, but as though something happens that 
shuts me off. Do you know whether there was an operation? ” 

[I replied: ‘* No, there was no operation.” The medium resumed: | 

* Was the condition here? ” 

{The medium touched her throat. I replied: ‘“ No, I think not.” 
The medium resumed: | 

“I seem to lose consciousness through not getting my breath.” 
{Pause.] ‘I want to be sure I have the right individual—was ther 
a little gray on the temple right here? ” 

{The medium indicated above the ear. I replied: “ Yes.’’ | 


“IT want to be sure I am right, for there are three people trying 


to get a message to you—crowding around. And this one wants 
particularly to get through to vou because you are so anxious; but 
I will try the other souls and I hope they will lend their encouragement 
to get this message through for her.” [Pause.] “ Will it be a year 
since her passing?” [I replied: “No.”] “Is it not getting near 
the date? She is laying flowers and fruit before me, and the withered 
leaves of November.” 

| As I have indicated, it was within six weeks of the first anniversary 


of her death. It now occurred to me that the next day was the anni- 
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versary of our wedding. So I inquired: ‘ May I ask her a question? ” 
“If you please,” replied the medium. I at once asked: “Do you 
remember tomorrow?” And the medium at once responded: | 

* The nearest I can get is like a wedding anniversary.” [Then she 
went on, without interlude: ] 

“What is it that in the last few months—there comes upon you 
like a great heat—perhaps it is like it to you—it is as though I am so 
full I ean scarcely breathe—I wonder if it is your condition that I am 
getting! It seems as though I would simply smother, as though she 
is trying to say that there is such ‘ affinitude’ that when she suffers, 
the other feels—as though it is to have the same condition, for I feel 
as if my soul is having the burning desire to realize—I am getting her 
consciousness more clearly.” [Pause.] ‘ Yes, she is trying to spell 
a name that has three letters in it—that is, if I see his name—she is 
vetting three letters together—that may be just on her side of life. Is 
there one in her immediate family—is there one whose name was Tom? ” 

| This puzzled me, for at the time of the sitting and for hours after- 
wards—indeed, until I transcribed my notes—there never occurred to 
me any family connection or even friend of that name. Only hours 
afterwards, when at the hotel I was transcribing my shorthand notes, 
did I suddenly recall that a cousin of mine, by the name of Thomas, 
who was never in my family called Tom, died about 1876 of tubercu- 
losis. My wife had never known him. So I replied with perfect 
sincerity to the medium: ‘ Not that I know of.” The medium 
then asked :] 

* Is there on this earth plane? ” 

[I replied: “ No, Ido not recall anyone of that name.” Medium: ] 

“Tt is just as near as I can get it—I seem to get T-O-M. To 
your knowledge, has California any clear connection with her life and 


. ». 3 
yvourse 


[I replied at a venture: “ Yes.” Here my mind reverted to my 
wile’s brother and his wife, her only relatives in the United States, 
now living in California. He is a man over seventy years, in precari- 


ous health because of an accident for many years before our mar- 
riage, the only one of her family with whom she had ever lived, and 
with whom before his marriage she had been living alone, keeping house 
for him. The medium resumed :} 

‘** Because I am seeing the past. I am seeing geraniums such as 
grow in that part of the country and I see her and you sitting beside 
each other as if on a porch. These surroundings seem to be there— 
but she is not expressing herself abundantly.” 
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[ This is incomprehensible to me, for I have never been in California. 
This aged brother of hers had several years ago gone to California 
and bought and lived on a fruit ranch, but had afterwards rented it 
to Japanese and gone to live in San Francisco, where he took up a new 
business. As to my wife and myself, the last few months of her life 
we had frequently sat together on a porch at our new home, but ther 
was nothing that suggested geraniums. The medium resumed: ] 

* Was there a daughter on the earth plane?” [I replied: * No.” | 
“Was there a young girl? I reach out and touch her like this.” 
{The medium reached out her hand and held at the level of her 
shoulder, sitting.] “I reach out my hand—what is it—one face. 
Well, it is exactly like the mother’s face—you don’t understand me 
is this face like the mother?” [I replied at a venture: “No.” | 
venture to think that this referred to the child V— heretofore referred 
to. The medium now resumed:| “Is there a boy belongs to you— 
what is it I find—a boy between? There is a child that has the eyes 
and the forehead very similar to hers—the earth boy—your boy— 
does he not look like his mother? ” 

[I purposely remained silent here, so as to give no clue. My son’s 
forehead, like his mother’s, is unusually high, and is like hers in shape. 
The medium resumed: | 

“TI know that this wreath of white flowers that she places on my 
lap gives a consciousness of birth—what the mother produces on th« 
earth plane—and it is motherhood.” 

A long pause here suggested that the sitting was about to come to 
anend. So I thought of a possible test, revolving about the following 
facts: 


Some weeks after my wife’s death, I found a small lady’s revolver 


concealed under a leg of the piano, covered by the corner of a larg 


heavy rug. There were no cartridges in the house that would fit this 
arm, and I had never seen it before. I could not imagine how it had 
got there, except on the following theory: My wife was always very 
timid about firearms. But a few weeks before her fatal accident, she 
had been worried about a tramp who had been working about the 
grounds and who, in a drunken state, had threatened my life. I sur- 
mised that she may have placed the revolver where I found it, thinking 
that a show of force might be necessary in the event of this tramp’s 
return. It was this that I had in mind in starting the following 
exchange: 
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Myself: “ For the purpose of identification, can she tell me about 
something that was found under a mat? ” 

Medium: “ After her transition, you mean? ” 

Myself: ‘ Yes.” 

Medium: ‘* Do you know if it was folded over at least twice? ” 

Myself: “ It was not; it was nothing that could be folded.” 

Medium: “ Did you find it under a part of—in her room or under 
a small rug, or like under a table cover? Did you find a piece of paper 
that was like a will or testament? ” 

Myself: “ No.” 

Medium: ‘ Because she is showing me a paper folded in her hand 
just twice and that seems to have some sort of relationship with what 
she wants you to see. No, it is that article—so she does not show me.” 
[Pause.] She is with you when you are longing for her and many 
times, many times, just between the daylight and the dark, when there 
is that sort of desire to know how it is with her, and what she is doing, 
what progress she is making, and then the thought more than the 
expression of words. It is more what she tells me she has thought 
since she lives and continues to live—is to live so that when you too 
shall make the change, that you will find her waiting. Tomorrow at 
the hour of six o’clock, she will quicken you and you will realize her 
intelligence—about six-thirty. By just a little patience on your 
part, she will impress in your own soul what you want to know and she 
is feeling very comforted in exchanging her ideas with you.” 

The day following the sitting, I took care to be alone in a quiet 
chapel between six and six-thirty p.m., but the prediction of the 
medium was not fulfilled and I had nothing outside of material con- 
sciousness of things mundane. 


Thinking, however, to make something veridical, I bethought me of 
the fact that a few days after my wife’s funeral, as I entered my room 
in another city to retire for the night, I had a very distinct conscious- 
ness of hearing my wife’s voice, as if on the other side of the wall or a 


door, say “ Come.” Several months afterwards, while lying awake on 


my bed, fully dressed, I had another clear consciousness as if she were 
at the foot of the bed, outside the bedstead, and with a most joyous 
look on her face as if she had caught a fleeting glimpse of me, as she 
uttered my name in the most joyous tone imaginable. Thinking to 
make this veridical, I said to the medium: “Ask her if she will repeat 
two words that she gave me.” The medium, after a long pause, said: 





ee 
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“All I get is * Mizpah.’? That is all she has given me from her to you. 
Not two words, but one. That is what she gives you as evidence of 
her love— Mizpah.’” The possible relevancy of this to the ring 
which I had handed the medium earlier in the sitting did not occur to 
me until later. 

The medium now gave what purported to be a general messag¢ 
indicating my wife’s satisfaction with the household arrangements sinc: 
her death, ete., but in such general terms as could by no means bi 
veridical—though, of course, not unlike what an affectionate and trust- 
ing wife would give to an absent husband. I then said: “ Can I com 
municate with her again, either directly or through another?” 'To 
this the medium replied: 

* Yes; but she wants you to cultivate the power to get in touch 
with her directly. If you do, you will not need another. She would 
rather you get in touch with her directly, so that you will not need 
another.” 

I concluded the sitting with a “Thank you,’ and the medium 
opened her eves and became normal again. I asked her about some 
thing she had said during the sitting, and she assured me that shi 
knew nothing of the sitting—that it was, as always, a blank in her 
memory. ‘This is difficult for me to believe, since she seemed so much 
her natural self during the sitting. I bade her good-bye without 
revealing my name; all she knew of me was the name of my home city 


and of course, possibly in addition:the things developed by the sitting. 


Later: Nearly four months afterwards, I was in the same city 


and, accompanied by my wife’s niece, called again on the medium. 
The miece is a woman about thirty-five years old, and quite skeptical 
of mediums and spiritualism. I introduced my niece by name but stil! 
concealed from the medium my own name, although referring to my 
former visit. The medium apparently did not recall me or my former 
visit, but said: “It seems to me I remember taking dinner with you 
and your wife in W—” (naming another city in which I had never 
been). I told her that she must be mistaken, but I did not intimate 
that I was a widower. In the sitting that followed, she professed the 
same control as before, and immediately referred to my wife as having 
passed away. Ina French accent, which she now kept up during the 
whole of the sitting, representing the control of the French Doctor 
with the German-Jewish name, she plunged into an account of some 
lady whose name commenced with “ M” or “ W,” she was not sure 
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which, but inclined to the “ W,” and whose conversation with my wife 
a few months before her death, she outlined. She said that I would 
find out and identify the woman and the conversation afterwards. I 
have no clue to such an incident at the present writing, though two of 
the close contacts that my wife had a few months before her death 
were with women whose names commenced with * W.” This will be a 
matter for further investigation. The medium then, in response to 
my request for a message for my niece, said that all she had was that 
she saw my wife throw a bunch of forget-me-nots into “ the little 
girl’s ” lap. Then she said that she saw my wife holding up something 
that looked like a breastpin, or something that she wore as a breastpin, 
of a Masonic or Oddfellow or some secret society like them in design, 
but on it was a hammer or mallet and, connected with it, the words 
‘Past Matron.” Also that if I looked among the trinkets and rings 
that she had left, I would find a ring that was worn or broken at one 
spot. As I have given away the articles of jewelry left, I do not recall 
any split ring. But I do recall the remarkable fact that my wife had 
presented to her a * Past Matron’s ” badge by a Chapter of the Order 
of the Eastern Star, which is an adjunct of Masonry, and which 
“ breastpin” consists of a mallet, with pendant bar or bars, having 
on it her name and indicating her past matronship. The badge was 
frequently worn by her as a breastpin. The bars were connected by 
ings. It has been mislaid, but my son distinctly recalls it. I had 
on me no indication by button or hedge of my Masonic connections. 
I might say that it was only after the conclusion of this last sitting 
that I told my name, my occupation and my position in the city where 
live. 
With or without knowledge of my name, the question will occur to 
ertain critics that the medium’s possession of normal knowledge about 
presents a factor whose mathematical probability ought to be 
dged. I am confident that the medium did not know my name till 
iny weeks after my second interview with her—that is, my first 
sitting. The only loophole here is the doctor, whose good faith seems 
to me quite certain. But with or without the name, the facts adduced 
are such as could be known only after prolonged search. I am entirely 
unknown in the section of the country covered by this narrative, so 
far as publicity is concerned. Outside my work in the college with 
which I am now connected, I have never given any lectures in this 
section. That starting with my name (which I do not believe she 
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had), the medium could between 12:15 and 2:00 p.m. arrive normally 
at all this information about me seems quite inconceivable. 

That no facts of possible materiality may be omitted, I may say 
that after my second séance, when I disclosed for the first time my 
name and occupation, on my mentioning the city in which my college 
is located the medium said that she was to go there soon to deliver 
some lectures. While there she was to be the guest of a Mrs. R., who 
is a communicant of the Cathedral in which I serve a minor réle, and 
on whom I have made a parish call. I found Mrs. R. a woman who 
dabbles in psychoanalysis, and we talked of psychical matters. This 
was after my wife’s death, and since the accident leading to this death 
was given a place in the papers, we may assume that Mrs. R. knew of 
it. Her letter to the Research Officer, covering the question which 
thus arises, I have not seen; it will be inserted editorially at this point: 

“At the request of Mr. -——- I am writing to say that Mrs. S. and 
I have been acquainted for over one year, but we last saw each other 
almost that length of time ago. I had only one visit with her, and a 
brief one. When she arived in ——- for the lecture engagement of 
which Mr. speaks, she asked me if I knew a gentleman of that 
name who was in business here. The fact that she thought he was in 
business threw me off the track and I said ‘ No.’ Later, at one of her 
lectures, a gentleman who came in bore a resemblance to Mr. - 
which she remarked; then I told her I was sure she meant Dr. — 
We laughed about it and thought he was very clever in hiding 
identity.” 





| Mrs. R. goes on to speak quite feelingly of the work which she and 
Mrs. S. are doing, and of Mrs. S.’s sincerity. She fails to make the 
specific statement that she had never communicated with Mrs. S. about 
Mr. at any time prior to the incident which her letter describes. 
I think it evident that this failure is through oversight plus some 
misunderstanding of the scientific exigencies. Certainly if one believes 
the narrative which she gives in her letter, this precludes the possibility 
that she and Mrs. S. had had previous communications about Mr. —- 





And if one disbelieves this narrative, one will disbelieve anything she 
might say. It seems to me therefore that the letter covers the 
ground, in spite of its failure to do so specifically —J. M. B.] 

My wife’s activities as Past Matron of the Eastern Star Order 
ceased when she left New York in 1906. She never joined any other 
Chapter, and I cannot conceive that she was known in Eastern Star 


circles in our part of the country. Though she travelled extensively 
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during and after the war, organizing locals for a large professional 
society, nothing so far as I know ever appeared about her in any 
newspaper at this time. She probably wore her Past Matron’s pin in 
travelling; but I cannot see where this would lead to any connection 
with me. With Mrs. R. of the preceding discussion my wife was never 
in any way acquainted. 

I have confined this narrative to the two categories of facts in- 
volved: the facts of the séance, and those of my own life and back- 
ground which are pertinent to the medium’s statements. I have 
attempted, and shall attempt, no analysis of the good and the bad, 
no estimate of the probabilities that this element of the séance was 
chance or that a clever guessing or application of the probabilities 
inherent in the general case was made. It is evident that parts of the 
scance represent brilliant success—such as the episode of the letter C 
or of the Masonic pin or of the word “ Mizpah.” It is equally evident 
that others are rather ghastly failures—such as the extremely obvious 
and highly unsuccessful effort to guess what one might find about the 
house after a death in the family. It is perhaps significant that this, 
the worst and the most conspicuous of the medium’s failures, was 
scored when she tried to meet a specific question by me, unrelated with 
what had gone before; for it is then above all other moments of the 
séance when her conscious attention is drawn and she is exposed to the 
greatest risk of having a normal activity of her mind present itself to 
her in the disguise of a supernormal one. But on all these points the 
readers of this Journal are better informed than I am; and I am 
content to leave in their hands a record which to me contains obvious 
evidence of supernormality. 











THE VISIONS OF SEMI-SLEEP 
By RENE SUDRE 


It is on good grounds that, in her excellent “ Introductory Study 
of Hypnagogic Phenomena,”' Mrs. F. E. Leaning emphasizes the 
interest of this class of phenomena, heretofore so little studied. Aside 
from such old works as the treatise “ Hallucinations” by Brierre de 
Boismont, “ Les réves et les moyens de les diriger”’* by Hervey de St. 
Denis, and “ Le sommeil et les réves”’* by Maury, we liave in France 
by way of modern literature only isolated articles which do not exhaus 


the subject. The better part of these we owe to Dr. Eugéne Bernard 
Leroy, who studies the hypnagogic images as a contribution to tli 
problem of the hallucination and the dream. He was himself particu- 
larly ,subject to these phenomena during adolescence. Since his 
maturity, they continue to occur but with diminishing frequency, 
clarity and intensity. To these personal observations Leroy his 
added the cases of other persons whose sincerity he is able to guar- 
antee; and he has just published the collection, or rather a selection 
of cases designed to facilitate classification, under the title “ Les visions 


du demi-sommeil (Hallucination hypnagogique).”* Mrs. Leaning }i.v- 


ing omitted Dr. Bernard Leroy” in her otherwise abundant bib! 
raphy, I believe it will be useful to make known this author, who how 
ever ignores or neglects the ultimate metapsychical character of 


hypnagogic images. He is one of the few French psychologists who 


has interested himself in a question that is passed over in silence b) 
the text-books—particularly by the great treatise recently put out 


by Georges Dumas. And he has been the first to call for methodical and 
prolonged experimental studies of a problem whose elucidation would 
be of even more moment to normal than to supernormal psycholog) 
Let us recall that hypnagogic images are (after Myers) * the 
vivid illusions of sight or sound (faces in the dark, ete.) which some- 
times accompany the oncoming of sleep.” To “ similar illusions 
accompanyil 


ig the departure of sleep, as when a dream-figure persists 





iPro. 8. P. B., Part 94, Vol. 35. 

2 Dreams*and the means of controlling them. 

3 Sleep and dreams. 

4F. Alean, Paris, 1926. The parenthesis is part of the title. 

5 She has cited Dr. Raoul Leroy in connection with his study of lilliputian ha 
nations.—R. S. 
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for a few moment into waking life,” Myers gave the name hypnopompic. 
Leroy, however, regards it as unnecessary to create a new term for a 


‘phenomenon which is the same, and which has to do with a single 


state, that of semi-sleep. 

The classification which Leroy makes refers principally to the 
manner of appearance and the attitude of the subject. He establishes 
a distinction between the hypnagogic image and the dream. The 
dream is essentially an adventure in which the subject finds himself 
taking a part; the hypnagogic image is nothing more than a spectacle 
passing under his observation, in the development of which his own 
personality appears to him to be without direct concern. Similarly 
there is the reverie, which may well border on sleep and on dream 
without any manifestation of the hypnagogic visions. Reverie 
itself always an exaltation. 


1S 


The visions of semi-sleep are often of spots or lines that resemble 
nothing at all, It is not so necessary to compare them with the phos- 
phenes that are got by rubbing the eyes through the closed lids. 
According to the biologist Yves Delage, these latter are “ scattering 
masses of colored flowers, more or less geometrically arranged like the 
designs in certain tapestries, and animated with a lively eddying move- 
ment; or perhaps colored clouds that swell and contract, pass away, 
give place to others, etc.” Another phenomenon is the secondary 
image or after-image, which appears suddenly with closed eyes after 
looking at a brightly lighted object. Finally there are the entoptical 
lights. For Yves Delage these are nothing more than multiple after- 
images, mingled and superposed and hence not recognized; but they 
do not lend themselves to this headstrong interpretation. Like the 
preceding items, they actually arise from alterations of the retina; 
and they move with the optical axis. Leroy remarks that in the hypna- 
gogic state there may arise after-images; that these then correspond 
to visual impressions received immediately before the closing of the 
eyes. But then they are not true hypnagogic visions. These latter, 
when they confine themselves to geometrical shapes, display an extreme 
richness of form and color and decorative combination. Leroy says: 
“They give the irresistible impression of something mechanical or at 


least artificial, some structure created by human intelligence. 


In a second category may be placed the images, less geometrical 
than the preceding, which have some vague resemblance to the ordinary 
products of nature or industry. But the most frequent of the visions 


6 Le reve: etude psychologique, philosophique et litteraire. Nantes, 1920. 





330 THE VISIONS OF SEMI-SLEEP 


of semi-sleep consist of isolated images of real things or of things so 
constructed of real elements as to be probable. The frequency of 
faces is well known. Leroy cites a personal observation (Sept. 6, 
1925). At about seven o’clock in the morning, while lying in bed but 
not asleep, he suddenly saw in the opening of a doorway a dark woman, 
of agreeable air, who seemed about to enter the room. She resembled 
no person known to him, and she disappeared at the end of two seconds. 
The fact that Leroy had his eyes closed excludes the supposition of 
an objective, teleplastic form. Moreover, on opening his eyes, the 
author noted that the vision had actually been in the direction of the 
door, but that he could see only the upper part of this. The case 
demonstrates that the images can be clearly localized in space. 

The conditions surrounding the appearance of the hypnagogic 
visions are very definite. The images are isolated, improvised, rath 
fugitive; but they may recur. Leroy divides them into four categories. 

First he puts the images whose appearance and disappearance is 
abrupt, and which are without any correspondence with the associ- 
ations of ideas of the moment. The latter characteristic is very spe- 
cific, and serves to distinguish these images from those of dream or 
reveric. Sometimes the visions reproduce sights already seen; and 
this is rather likely to be the case with subjects who are accustomed . 
to looking for a long time at a same object—such persons as the microg- 
rapher or the angler. The curious thing here is that the tableaus 
which thus present themselves are not those which have struck the 
imagination or which the subject would wish to retain. They are 
impressed automatically upon the mind, and they crop out without 
reference to its conscious activity. Nevertheless they are not photo- 
graphic reproductions of a previous sensation. Although accurate, 
they maintain something of the artificial, the fantastical. Leroy’s 
observation is of interest when we compare these visions of the past 
with the visions of the present and the future as these occur in meta- 
psychic subjects. It merits further discussion, however, with the 
view of determining whether the fantastic character which Leroy marks 
does not involve merely a difference of degree as against ordinary per- 
ception, rather than one of actual kind. 

The author groups with these duplicative visions the terrifying 
apparitions which children, at times, see in the evening, at the moment 
of going to sleep. * These do not seem to be very common. 

A second group of hypnagogic visions springs out of the meta- 
morphosis of a vision immediately preceding. For example: The 
subject starts with seeing geometrical motifs, which transform them- 
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selves into personal forms in a fashion that is often grotesque. This 
transformation is not of intellectual but purely of plastic order. That 
is to say, it proceeds along the line of superficial resemblance of line, 
just as a mushroom may change itself into an open umbrella. 

The third group consists of the visions produced in reverie, for 
instance, under the influence of an idea that crosses the field of con- 
sciousness. We have here the momentary objectivization of a purely 
subjective image. 

Finally, Leroy believes himself the first to distinguish certain 
hypnagogic visions which, with perfect clarity, irrupt abruptly in 
reverie or reflection without any pertinence that one can find to the 
course of thought of the moment. These images present themselves 
as from without, says Leroy. Whence do they come? What is their 
hidden genesis? Is the answer to be sought in metapsychics? We must 
not regard ourselves as isolated in the universe: we are immersed in a 
spiritual milieu which encroaches upon us through every petty breach, 
no matter how quickly this may be repaired. Here is the mystery of 
the unconscious. It strongly intrigues our author, who in the case 
which he cites has never been able to locate in the past reality of the 


subject the complete and definitive image which thus crops out in the 


hypnagogic condition. With good reason he thinks that we need not 
laugh at the suggestion of a subconscious elaboration of these images; 
for they show no relation with any known thing, and yet they show 
perfect execution. But all is cleared up if we admit that they come 
telepathically from without, effecting entrance to the subject’s con- 
sciousness by a sort of house-breaking process. 

For want of any background of metapsychical facts, Leroy is 
limited enough in his attempts at the interpretation of such phenomena 
as these. But even so, the analysis of them which he has made will be 
of great value to us, if only for purposes of discussion and modification. 
First of all he shows that the hypnagogic visions are different from 
ordinary sense impressions, from illusions, and from hallucinations. 
The representation is a phenomenon which, save in the pathological 
case where it takes a coercive character of obsession, the subject can 
modify at his will. The hypnagogic image comes into being in spite 
of the subject, and his will counts for nothing in its unfolding. But 
voluntary attention generally makes it disappear; it is in a state of 
relaxation and passivity that it occurs. One can prolong the image in 
proportion as one knows how to conserve this attitude of mental 
inaction, how to abstain from thought. If one attempts to change the 
image, it usually is altered contrary to one’s desire. Such is the 
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opinion of Leroy, contradicting that of Maury. We need not take 
it too literally. I myself have hypnagogic visions, and I have succeeded 
well enough in modifying them at my pleasure. I say “ well enough,’ 
because in practice there is a sort of resistance to the transformation. 
I believe that, as in the production of metapsychical phenomena, th 
will can intervene and modify the automatism of these effects. 

The great question is to judge whether the hypnagogic image cor- 
responds to a retinal state, or whether it is no more than a pure 
product of the imagination. In the latter case it would be analogous 
to the classical conception of hallucination; in the former, to the illu- 
sion. The hypnagogic state is often accompanied by divers circulator) 
troubles of the brain; but even if one grant that these irregularities 
give rise to the entoptical images, to luminous spots and phosphor- 
escences, it is difficult to understand how they can create the sensa 
tions of complex objects. It is possible and even probable that the 
entoptical images are the ultimate nucleus of the hypnagogic visions, 
as is stated by Binet, by Yves Delage, and in general by all authors. 
Leroy adds that at first sight the part of the former in the latter is 
small and then that a spot preceding a hypnagogic image and met 
with again in that image is not necessarily itself a hypnagogic imag 
He makes the same statement with reference to certain elements arising 
out of one of these images and passing without change into another. 

Delage believes, when the hypnagogic images follow the movement 
of the eyes, that they are of retinal origin. But Leroy denies that a! 


the images fall under this case; and for further part, Delage has not 
proved that when an image follows the movements of the eye, it neces 


sarily depends upon a retinal stimulus without external cause. It 
seems probable that a purely subjective image can appear to be dis- 
placed with movement of the eyes, when this image is externalized. 
This, of course, is said with no intent to give any indication as to thie 
mechanism of such externalization; that is, as to the machinery o! 
hallucination properly so-called. On this point modern psychiatry, 
having rejected Taine’s theory, has put nothing in its place. Between 
the representation and the perception Taine made no difference of 
kind but only a difference of degree: for him a hallucination was thus 
merely a strong representation, and this is entirely logical. Bergson 
has shown that perception and representation are radically different, 
so that the passage from the one to the other cannot be made insens- 
ibly; and the majority of psychologists have adopted this viewpoint. 
It is then difficult to understand how a subject can find in a representa- 
tion the characteristics of an exterior object, as is the case with actual 
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hallucination. The alienists meet this difficulty by insisting that this 
assimilation of an external object does not occur, and that their 
patients do not really take their visions for realities. This explains 
nothing, for it no longer considers these visions as ordinary representa- 
tions. Without confusing the vision with the objects of the external 
world, the patient may see it definitely localized outside himself; and 
it is such localization that we must explain, 

In the case of hypnagogic images, the subject very evidently does 
not mistake them for real and material objects. This is due to the 
absence of a certain number of the characteristics of normal percep- 
tion. In the first place, the subject senses that he is not in the ordinary 
waking state. Then the personages or objects of the image have some- 
thing of the fantastic, the artificial, the bizarre; their proportions are 
reduced ; their coloring is often exaggerated. I recall a certain oriental 
landscape which I one day saw before my delighted eyes in the moment 
of waking. Everything about it was clear, appropriate, radiant with 
light, over-rich in coloration like certain productions of the color- 
cinema, There was lacking what one might call atmosphere—the 
patina of wear which time puts over living things as over the inanimate. 

Leroy mentions another characteristic of the hypnagogic images 
which separates these from realities: they do not display the normal 
perspective, and they show in this respect internal contradictions. 
or instance, objects which ought properly to be hidden behind others 
are visible; others are seen simultaneously in plan and in elevation; ete. 
And finally the hypnagogic visions do not combine with the normal 
views of the external world, even though sometimes seen with eyes open. 
But to Leroy the fundamental distinction as against hallucination is 
that the hypnagogic visions never impel to action. The hallucinee at 
times fights with his phantoms; the hypnagogist merely follows his 
visions with interest, like a spectator at the theater. He may even 
change his position in order to see better. Perhaps this attitude of 
the spectator is dictated by the subject’s semi-sleeping condition: a 
state in which the body is wholly passive and inert, while even the mind 
is in repose from the lucidity of its normal waking hours. 

Psychological analysis leads Leroy to compare the hypnagogic 
images with those of dreams; and there is then revealed one very clear 
difference. The former are spectacles, the latter are adventures. In 
the former condition the subject merely watches; in the latter he tries 
to explain what he sees. There are cases of mixture of the two states, 
and perhaps of insensible transitions between them; the hypnagogic 
Visions may persist in their own character into true sleep, dreams may 
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mingle with these visions or abut upon them. But Leroy maintains 
always that there is the essential difference between the two orders of 
phenomena, founded upon the attitude taken toward them by the subject. 
In dream and in hallucination the subject believes (for the time at 
least) in the reality of the visions, and is an actor in them; in the 
hypnagogic state he does not so believe and is a mere spectator. 
However justifiable this criterion may be in conformance with the 
present tendencies of psychology, it gives little satisfaction to the 
mind that seeks a scientific explanation. It ignores completely the 
psycho-physiological problem of the objectivation of images. It is 
laid down on altogether too narrow ground. There is a positive rela- 
tionship between the hypnagogic and the metapsychic states; or better, 
a large number of the images of semi-sleep are of a clairvoyant nature. 
There is a complete group of phenomena that have in this regard a 
considerable importance: the visions of crystal gazing. In her study, 
Mrs. Leaning has brought out the relationship of these phenomena 
and the hypnagogic manifestations, from the viewpoint alike of fre 
quency and of characteristics. They are incontestably of the same 
nature. Another important group is that of the visions produced 
by drugs, notably peyotl.’ In these two groups we leave the domain 
of spontaneous observation for that of experiment; and our under- 
standing of the hypnagogic phenomena is thereby broadened. We 
learn that, far from constituting a residuum of our sensorial experi 
ence, these may arise out of an extrasensorial vision which extends into 
the past as into the future. And it is then necessary to add a third 
group, that of veridical telepathic hallucinations named “ Borderland 
Cases” by Gurney, Myers and Podmore in their Census of 1882. 
These hallucinations appear in the semi-sleep preceding or following 
the true sleep. They remain spectatorial in this same sense that th: 
subject plays no réle in them; but they present a new characteristic in 
that he is no longer completely disinterested. The vision has with him 
an immediate, and at time a dramatic, rapport. This characteristic 
is so universal as to have led Gurney, Myers and Podmore to suppos: 
that whenever a transmitted idea involves keen emotion, it has a tend 
ency to objectivize itself. We should be unable to share this idea, sinc: 
the experience of hypnagogic subjects and scriers proves that th: 
objectivization of scenes is quite indifferent [to their emotional con 
tent]. But it is no longer possible, in taking account of telepathy, 
to say that phenomena of this sort have no rapport with our persona! 





7 See my article, ‘* The Metapsychie Trance and Magical Drugs.’’ 


6 This JOURNAL, 
1926, p. 666. 
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ities. At times the subject has the same attitude to the hypnagogic 
image that he would have to the reality. 

It is nevertheless necessary to explain why it is that certain of 
these visions not only fail to evoke any reaction in him, but actually 
appear to him to be entirely alien. Here we have a characteristic that 
is quite general in metapsychics. In experimental telepathy, we know 
that the subject hardly ever transmits what he wants to transmit. It 
is often the petty and insignificant facts that break through the sub- 
consciousness While important affective trains of thought are ignored. 
In spontaneous clairvoyance it is the same. The best of metagnomists 
are sterile to the things that interest them most. This is why the expres- 
sion ** monitory phenomena ” 


>] 


should be deleted from the metapsychic 
vocabulary. With it must go that belief in “ guardian spirits ” which 
is at all times belied by a study of metagnomy. One can believe that, 
if the phenomena of supernormal vision at times submit to causes that 
are evident and that fall in line with the human will, they are most of 
the time the product of chance, as though depending upon numerous 
variable psychological factors. 

It is possible that we shall never know how the metapsychic cog- 
nition is set up; but we need not despair of seeing resolved the psycho- 
physiological problem of the mode of this cognition. As far as regards 
the domain of hypnagogic visions, I repeat that the problem consists 
in the objectivization of an intellectual phenomenon. Not long ago I 
had in sleep a splendid hypnagogic image which aids me to appreciate 
all the difficulties of the problem. I saw facing my bed the brightly 
lit upper part of a window with a lace curtain of marvelously finished 
design. This image was not under my eyelids, but at the actual dis- 
tance of the wall and in its proper place in space. Now this wall has 
10 window; the window in my chamber is at the left of the bed. I had 
ample time to admire the embroidery on the lace, and the phenomenon 
iasted for some few instants after I opened my eyes; then it vanished 
rapidly. How is such an image formed, with so close resemblance to 
an external object? It corresponded to no past perception. Is this 
« retinal image created by a movement inverse to the habitual process? 
Or is it not just a mental image, projected by I know not what mecha- 
nism? This is what it would be most important to know. 

Finally, there is room to study the hypnagogic images in relation 
with the phenomena of teleplastics. I have already made this observa- 
tion in connection with Mrs. Leaning’s study, and she has responded 
with accuracy in the columns of this Journat.” It is certain that the 


8 Faces in the Dark: a Suggestive Parallel; 1926, p. 374. 
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phantasms of the living are not all objectivized visions in the hypna- 
gogic fashion. They are sometimes cbjective phenomena, of material 
construction and temporarily localized. To draw the line between 
these two categories of facts is another problem which demands the 
attention of researchers. 


A CASE OF CHRONIC APPARITIONS 


By F. KOGELNIK 


Braunau-am-Inn, Austria 


It is with utmost caution that one sets foot on the slippery ground 
afforded by the subjective phenomena of metapsychics: ground on 
which the nicely colored flower of fancy blooms, and the weeds of a 
morbid or pretended imagination thrive. Among these noxious plants 
one now and again finds those of another species, well worthy of hard 
striving for. The digger does not throw the sand on the dump-heap 
before carefully washing it to win the grains of gold therein. He were 
unreasonable did he expect to find nuggets only. Let the reader, 
therefore, not look for nuggets in this discussion of mine; it is only sand 
that I am going to strew. But it is the reader’s privilege and duty to 
pick out the grains of gold that it carries. 

Frau Fiihrlinger was the wife of the station-master at Mattig- 
hofen, a tiny place in Austria near my home city of Braunau am Inn. 
She was an amiable, simple-minded woman of forty years, with two 
healthy children, and entirely preoccupied with housework all day long. 
She had neither the time nor the money to support any acquaintance 
with literature. Her education had been an extremely simple one, and 
in no respect did her knowledge surpass that of the working class to 
which she belonged. 

Quite unexpectedly, in 1928, she became gifted with a special type 
of clairvoyance and clairaudience. She suddenly claimed to see not 
only independent ‘spiritual entities, but also the spiritual doubles of 
living men. This latter is especially remarkable; for until this moment, 
such concepts as the * human double ” or the “ astral body ” had been 
quite unknown to Frau Fihrlinger. To be sure, she had been taught 
in school that men consist of a mortal body and an immortal soul. 
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School children, however, do not usually concern themselves with 
reflections about the peculiarities of the immortal soul; and the proba- 
bilities of such speculation become even less on leaving school and 
being exposed to the distraction of interest in other directions by 
the hard necessities of life. Frau Fiihrlinger it will be understood 
was a duly religious person, but very far from being a disciple of any 
religious philosophy; she had only the simple-minded piety of a 
grown-up childhood. 

In her thirty-eighth year, as I have said, she suddenly and to her 
amazement became aware of beings whom she had never seen before. 
The onset came one evening as the family were assembled in the little 
sitting-room. Frau Fihrlinger all at once had the strange impression 
that there were other persons in the room than those normally and 
properly there. At first she was struck with horror, doubting her 
own senses and fearing that she might be gone mad. But when she 
saw one of the strangers nodding and smiling at her in kindly fashion 
she joyfully cried aloud: “I do see spirits.” I do not know how her 
husband responded to this. I know only that when later on many 
visitors came to see his wife, he regarded most of them as simple fools. 
Although sometimes baffled by the proofs of his wife’s genuine clair- 
voyance, he preserved a skeptical attitude in the presence of the errors 
which occurred from time to time. 

Simultaneously with the development of these apparitions, Frau 
Fiihrlinger became aware of a double aspect in the normal humans at 
whom she looked. Her bodily eyes functioned as usual; but besides this 
she was enabled to perceive men in another and mysterious way which 
she could not herself explain. Whenever she made use of this faculty, 
her glance lost all concentration, as though her bodily eyes were out 
of action. In course of time, however, as she got more practice, this 
change of facial expression could be noticed only by a_ keen 
observer. It was at her own free will to make use of her psychic 
senses; and when she did so, the physical body of the person at whom 
she was looking would vanish into dimness to be replaced by another 
form, which resembled more or less the physical one. She remembered 
once having seen an X-ray picture, in which the skeleton was distinctly 
marked whereas the flesh was little more than a shadow. In similar 
fashion, she said, the physical body would fade away before her eyes, 
whilst another body “ faded in” to some degree of reality. To dif- 
ferentiate this from the physical body we may hereinafter term it 
simply the ethereal body. 


According to Frau Fiihrlinger’s description, the ethereal bodies 
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always and unmistakably had the physical features of the physica! 
beings to whom they pertained. They were refined copies; yet some- 
times there were great differences. Sometimes she would be quite 
delighted in looking at a person whose exterior was far from any claim 
of even a modest beauty. “ If you could but see,” she would say, “ what 
a beauty there is behind this homely form.” On the other hand, sh 
could be shaken with horror at the sight of a handsome young man 
or a charming lady, whose ethereal bodies she would describe as 
detestable distortions of their physical selves. Such impressions as 
these, of course, subsisted only in extreme cases. The scale running 
between these extremes is a long one. 

The “ lowest ” forms of human ethereal bodies were described b) 
Frau Fiihrlinger as misshapen, ugly-faced, black-colored beings. Ther 
seems not necessarily to be too much of exaggeration here, since w: 
know that certain spiritual vices are quite able to stigmatize the 
physical aspects of man; the more they must be perceptible, if the 
physical mask may be removed. Without regard for Frau Fiihrlinger’s 
visions we know that the sum of all the spiritual qualities that ar 
created and supported by our own free will makes up the real self: 
but it is of extreme interest to learn that she seemingly became aware 


of this in the guise of an independent homunculus, to which the physica! 
body is naught but an executive organ. 


Frau Fihrlinger never knew the reason why, for instance, an 
ethereal body was black. She saw the fact; she could only speculat: 
as to a probable reason, and only then if she knew the person in ques- 
tion. This was the source of many differences between her and her 
husband, who was a positive man with his own imperturbable views. In 
general he had no very high opinion of the spiritual gifts; it entirely 
surpassed his understanding when, after years of normal matrimony, 
his ** minor half ” suddenly had her own view of the world and the men 
in it, in which he could have no share. In the spring of 1925 she had 
to go to a dentist; and Herr Fiihrlinger, without consulting her, made 
the necessary appointments with P., a Mattighofen dentist and a man 
of good reputation whom he knew well. Frau Fiihrlinger, on being 
informed of this, refused to go to P., as she wished not to come in 
touch with a man who had “ such an ugly black soul.” Such argu- 
ments were as nothing in the eyes of her husband, who defended the 
honesty of P. and insisted there was no point to this fairy story about 
a black soul. The good lady remained firm, however, and _ finally 
refused to visit a dentist at all, saying that it was not worth while 
in view of the short time she had to live. She was entirely right in 
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both directions: she herself died on January 2nd, 1926; and in 
October of the same year the dentist P. was sentenced for the murder 
of his assistant. 

It would be an error to infer that black ethereals were to be found 
only among murderers and similar criminals. On the contrary, black 
ethereals would seem to constitute a large group in this world—or at 
least in Austria, since Frau Fiihrlinger seldom came in touch with 
foreigners, so that I cannot properly testify in too general terms. 
But among the Austrians with whom she came in contact, every little 
while someone would be characterized by her as black. I had several 
methods of controlling her “ soul diagnosis,” as I shall later explain. 
So far as I could exercise control at all, I have found that all those 
diagnosed as black souls were generally men of strongly earth-bound 
interests, with strongly marked characteristics of the sort flowing out 
of this, such as selfishness, avarice, etc., etc. Black souls always were 
greatly pitied by Frau Fihrlinger. She said they were so strongly 
fettered by their senses and their worldly interests that they could 
not be freed by ordinary means. 

From black Frau Fiihrlinger’s scale ran upward through all shades 
of gray into white. The study of those persons whose souls were 
diagnosed as gray was for me a most difficult and ungrateful task. The 
‘white color had the most numerous graduations. The lowest grades, 
bordering on gray, were perceived as though clad in a rough linen, 
which was gradually refined through increasing shades of whiteness 
until it looked like a garment of finest silk. Whilst black and gray 
ethereals usually preserved their color unaltered through years, white 
ethereals were subject to wide fluctuations. Over a period of three 
years I studied with Frau Fihrlinger a number of such subjects, myself 
among them. Often I would be about to renounce her “ soul diagnosis,” 
for she would most inconsiderately indicate my every downfall. But 
after having recovered from her back-handed compliments, I would go 
in search of the reason why; and with a portion of good will could 
usually find it out. Her frankness had made her many enemies. She 
had been importuned by many people for their diagnosis, but if these 
failed to turn out as the subjects would wish them, the diagnosis would 
usually be explained away as a sort of unconscious antipathy on Frau 
Fiihrlinger’s part. Finally she learned to avoid talking about such 
things when she saw that a visitor was black. “ Black people are not 
to be helped with my diagnosis,” she would say; “ they only get 
offended, if they take it seriously at all.” 


The silk-clad ethereal was the upper limit for most people, but not 
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the uppermost grade of all. In the higher grades the silken garment 
slowly began to glitter, until in its ultimate perfection the ethereal 
body was enshrouded in silvery brightness. Such souls again usually 
preserved their color constant, as black ones did; since according to 
the obvious interpretation, on this high point of the scale the spiritual! 
powers are strengthened to such a degree as to prevent any sudden 
lapse. I have to add, however, that in the course of three years Frau 
Fiihrlinger pointed out only two persons whose souls, she said, wer 


developed so highly. 


I would not have taken any too much notice of Frau Fiihrlinger’s 
‘ powers ” usually defy any reasonable control; but 
it happened that in a number of instances I was able to get certain 
evidence of her empirical correctness which I could not ignore or refute. 
Thus in Mattighofen there lived a woman, and she lives there still, 
who is similarly gifted as Frau Fiihrlinger. This is the wife of the 
schoolmaster, Frau Hatheyer, a woman of extraordinary modesty and 


gifts, as such * 


a most sympathetic character. Once I accompanied three people from 
Munich who wished to see Frau Fiihrlinger. For my own purposes 
I brought them first to Frau Hatheyer, asking her to write her diag- 
noses of their souls on a paper, which I pocketed without having read 
it. No one of us four knew what was on this paper. At Frau Fiihr 
linger’s, after she had in turn made her diagnoses, I compared what 
she said with what was on the paper; and found a complete corr 
spondence in all three cases. This of course at once puts the matter 
on a different basis from what it would occupy if left in the hands 
of a unique diagnostician. 

On another occasion, when Frau Fiihrlinger visited us in Braunau, 
I pointed at a man who casually passed by, and asked her for th 
diagnosis. “ Black,” was her answer, without knowing him personally, 
and without even having a good personal impression of him, since he 
had already turned his back when she looked at him. I endeavored to 
study the man’s character in an unobtrusive fashion, and months later 
was convinced that his narrow-minded self-conceit had extinguished 
the last spark of warmth toward his fellow-creatures; the diagnosis 
therefore might well have been correct. 

Frau Fiihrlinger declared it also possible to ascertain the soul- 
quality of men from their photographs or penmanship; though she 
said she found it far more difficult, so that she could not then exclude 
errors. Fixing her attention upon the photograph or the handwriting, 
she said that she after a while would perceive the color of the ethereal 
body of the person in question. This gave me another large possibility 





A CASE OF CHRONIC APPARITIONS 341 


of check upon her statements, and one of which she could take no 
account. If once I had her diagnosis of a given subject, months later 
I would present a photograph or a handwriting specimen of the same 
‘person; and while there were then sometimes differences in diagnosis, 
these were of such insignificance as to be unworthy of mention. I fur- 
thermore presented handwriting or photographs of persons very well 
known to me, but whom Frau Fiihrlinger had never seen or heard of ; 
her opinions were always short and clear, always interesting, and in 
no single case was I ever able to contradict her. Nevertheless I could 
never be sure just how far her ostensible gift of seeing ethereal bodies 
was really genuine, how far mingled with imagination. ‘Though I 
tried to control her in every possible way, the nature of the control 
could not be such as to advance me to absolute conviction. That as 
an empirical means of character analysis it works, cannot be gain- 
said; but just how much value may properly be attached to the prima 
fucie aspects of how and why it works is another matter. Does the 
sensitive see something that has real existence in any way, or does 
she externalize and objectivize her purely intellectual impressions of 
her subject’s character? Other occurrences, to the reporting of which 
I now come, may perhaps shed some light on these questions. 

As I have indicated, Frau Fiihrlinger and Frau Hatheyer claimed 
to perceive not only the ethereal bodies of living men, but also those 
freed from the physical body, with whom they claimed ability to com- 
municate. It was on January 18th, 1924, at 4 p.m., that Frau 
Hatheyer, who was then at Frau Fiihrlinger’s, suddenly perceived in 
the room a man of medium height, in black clothing and of a country- 
like appearance. The man advanced toward Frau Hatheyer and said 
to her: “I am the inn-keeper from Hart” (a small village). Frau 
Hatheyer asked him what he wanted. The apparition answered: I 
do not know what is the matter with me. All the people with whom 
I have had to do, and who have always liked me, now refuse to take 
any notice of me. Can you give me any explanation for their strange 
behavior?” Frau Hatheyer told him: “I suppose you have died a 
little while ago; but in a short time you will get a guide, and then you 
will understand better.” The apparition, who had been seen and heard 
also by Frau Fiihrlinger, then disappeared. The village of Hart and 
its very name were quite unknown to Frau Hatheyer; and she said 
that she had heard nothing of the death of this man, who was also 
quite unknown to her. On January 21st she next met her husband, 
Herr Hatheyer, and asked him whether there was a place named Hart. 
He replied that Hart is a very small village a few miles from Mattig- 
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hofen; and he asked her whether she was acquainted with anyone there. 
She now told him the whole story; and Herr Hatheyer told her that 
in the T'agespost (a local paper) of January 20th there was chronicled 
the death of the inn-keeper at Hart. 

On February 20th, 1925, the laborer M. at the Mattighofen rail- 
way station suddenly fell ill with severe intestinal pains. The patient 
was brought in to the station building and the doctor sent for. In 
this interval Frau Fiihrlinger, having her flat there, visited M. and had 
the inspiration that he should be moved to the hospital at Salzburg 
without delay. She told this to her husband; but later on the doctor 
was of another opinion. He gave M. an injection of a soothing 
remedy and sent him home. But twenty-four hours later the pains were 
much worse; and now the doctor ordered him moved to Salzburg, where 


he was brought by rail on the morning of February 22nd, accompanied 
by his brother. There, in the St. Johann Hospital, the surgeons diag- 
nosed a stomach ulcer, long neglected and now on the point of bursting. 
The patient had immediately to undergo an operation. His brother 
returned to Mattighofen on the same day, this being but an hour 
and a quarter by train, and reported that the operation was well 
over, but that the patient’s condition was regarded as very serious 


by the physicians at the hospital. 

On'the same day, February 22nd, at about 9:00 p.m., Herr and 
Frau Fiihrlinger and their daughter Hilda heard some heavy bangs 
in their flat, but could not make out whence they came. Herr Fiihr- 
linger, after having searched all the rooms, said that perhaps some 
bricks in the chimney were fallen down. On February 23rd, between 
8:00 and 9:00 a.m., Frau Fiihrlinger was busy in her kitchen when 
she suddenly became aware that she was being addressed. She said 
that she was accustomed to such visits, that frequently she was visited 
by people from the Beyond, especially by those who sought her help. 
But this time she was greatly astounded to perceive M. standing before 
her; for though the railway station had telephonic communication with 
Salzburg, there was no news that he had died. Her husband, as station- 
master, should have been informed at once if one of his staff had died. 
*M., is it really you?” she repeatedly addressed the spirit; the 
apparition confirmed that it was he, and that he had died. Frau 
Fiihrlinger rather feared her skeptical husband, who had once men- 
tioned that it would be best for her to undergo a cure in an asylum; 
but finally she resolved to go into his office, which was situated on the 
ground floor of the station building. ‘ Have you any news from Salz- 


burg about M.?” she asked him. Her husband replied in the nega- 
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tive. “ But I have been visited by M. just now,” she blurted out, “ and 
therefore I think he has died.” The station-master started; in no 
event would he let his subalterns suppose that such communications 
were regarded by him as of any value. But an hour later at ten 
o’clock he telephoned Salzburg, and the St. Johann Hospital answered 
that M. had died during the night. 

It is only a small and fragmentary insight into Frau Fiihrlinger’s 
powers that this paper gives. Thus, in the course of three years I 
have also witnessed many an interesting debate which she had with 
scientists and theologians who have visited her. I have been astounded 
how this simple woman has succeeded in discussing difficult philo- 
sophical problems’ with learned men. Once, when she observed my 
astonishment, she smilingly said: Do you really believe that it is I who 
knows all this? Whenever such a debate is of some use to men, I am 
helped by my guide, and I only reproduce what is given me by him.” 
It is quite true that Frau Fihrlinger has in a striking manner con- 
vinced many people of the wisdom of Shakespeare’s dictum that there 
are more things in heaven and earth than are dreamt of in our phi- 
losophy. And it has not been simpletons alone, who under her influence 
have completely altered their lives. Whatever one’s philosophical out- 
look, one must face the fact that cases like this oceur; and that when 
we take them at their face value and attempt so to apply them to the 
affairs of life “ they work.” Many of us hesitate to go back of this 
empirical test. And those of us who do not so hesitate, those of us who 
agcept the supernormal character of the phenomena like those I have 
described but who seek to explain away their spiritoid character, must 
sometimes find the burden a heavy one. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
THE ROLE OF THE AUTOMATIST 


To the Editor of the Journal, A.S.P.R.: 


[ have read with interest the correspondence printed in your May 
number on the question of copyright connected with the “ Cleophas ” 
script. 


[ should like to say that my own experience convinces me that the 
quality and nature of the communications received through the hand 





344 CORRESPONDENCE 


of the medium in automatic writing is profoundly influenced by the 
mental associations of the sitter. 

I have had a recent illustration of this fact in the result of a series 
of sittings with Mr. Bligh Bond in which I held the pencil and he placed 
his fingers on my writing hand, though without in any degree con- 
trolling its movements. 

I have not read any of Mr. Bond’s books and knew nothing of his 
work except by hearsay. I know nothing of monastic life and institu 
tions nor have I made a study of English history. I had not made 
any practice of automatic writing until he came to Boston last winte: 
and sittings for this were arranged. 

Greatly to my surprise I found my hand writing fluent messages 
in a style of script quite different from my own handwriting and many 
of these claimed to come from one Johannes, a monk of Glastonbury, 
whom I find to be identical with the communicator who wrote for Mr. 
Bond in 1907 and told of the Edgar Chapel and the Loretto Chapel. 
Johannes speaks of many local things of which I have no knowledge 
and often employs old English phrasing and spelling with which I am 
unfamiliar. His arguments for the Catholic faith and practice whicli 
he staunchly upholds, in opposition to the views of a President of a 
Theological Seminary who was staying with us, are most interesting 
and are qualified by a delightful humor. 

I am not concerned with the legal aspect of the copyright law, but 
would like to state my view that such messages are obviously meant 
for the sitter and could not be obtained without access to the channel 
he provides through his own subliminal mentality. I should consider 
therefore that they are for the use and benefit of the person for whom 
they are certainly given. 


Mama 0 Cyandy 
lies) 


To the Editor of the Journal, A.S.P.R.: 


In connection with the letter in the May Journal of the A.S.P.R. 
entitled: “ Copyright of Automatic Writing. The Cleophas Script.” 
I should like to add a few comments of my own on the same subject. 
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Having some gift as an automatic writer in a small way, I asked 
Mr. Bligh Bond last winter if he would care to try some experiments 
with me. 



















































: Up till then, the writings I had received were of a purely personal 
nature, purporting to come from various friends and relations no 
longer on this earth, giving me advice which was generally good and 

’ sometimes amusing. ; 

When Mr. Bond began to work with me, and put his hand on my 
' wrist or shoulder, the writings assumed an entirely different character. 
: We received a drawing of a ruined cross, some curious letters evidently 

of ancient and unusual design, and some rather banal remarks from 

r a monk named William, who was evidently very anxious to communi- 

y cate. More recently a communicator, * John,” claiming to be a teacher 

y from ancient times, has opened on a line which seems to promise greater 

A importance. 

Judging from all this it would certainly appear that the mind used 
= as a medium by the intelligences at work was Mr. Bond’s and not mine, 
oe though my psychic power and the facility with which my pencil moves 
- for me was undoubtedly a help. 

. The attempted messages were undoubtedly for Mr. Bond, and as his 

ne I regard them because I know that without his presence I should not 
have received that type of message. 

a Though the matter received so far is not as interesting or valuable 

‘ ; as that received when Miss Cummins was working, this is accounted for, 

‘e I hope, by the fact that I am rather new to the work, and also have only 





had a few attempts with Mr. Bond. *I have had enough, however, to 
show me that in my opinion Miss Cummins’ claim to the copyright of 
the * Cleophas Script ” is a ridiculous one morally, as it appears she 
never got such writings before sitting with Mr. Bond. 

The legal aspect is of course another question, as the law takes no 
count of a man who “ died 2000 years ago,” but psychics engaged on 
this work should recognize a moral law which is founded on something 
deeper than a mere legal code. 





























D. GRAY. 





THE INDIAN “CONTROL” 


By F. E. LEANING 


The frequency with which the claim is made by mediums that their 
presiding spirit-control is one of a nationality alien to their own, must 
have struck everyone who has ever had anything to do with them; 
and although Egyptian, Chinese, Arabian, Indian, and other nationali- 
ties are to be found, the American Indian seems to be the commonest 
of all. The existence of some “control” is an ancient convention 
which changes its form only. What the gods were to the Egyptian, 
Apollo to the Pythoness, the Saints to Joan of Arc, Raphael and Uriel 
to Dr. Dee, the Devil to the Witch, the Prince of Persia to David 
Duguid, Imperator to Stainton Moses, his peculiar angels to Mr. Vak 
Owen,—such are the White Eagles and Blue Wings to the rank and 
file of to-day. It is the youngest of the traditions, naturally, with us 
in England, because we took our Spiritualistic practices from the 
United States, and although the movement was indigenous there it 
sprang from more than one root, and it was not through the earliest 
American mediums that the idea first reached us. It is now, however, 
widely prevalent, and one cannot take up any modern book such as, 
e.g. Mr. Bird’s * My Psychic Adventures,” or Sir A. C. Doyle’s “ Our 
American Adventure,” without finding a comment on the matter. 
Nevertheless I have not been able to find any study or discussion of 
this particular type of “ control” in print, and it offers quite an 
interesting field in several ways. 

Historically, the genesis of the Indian Control seems to have taken 
place in the Shaker community in the 30’s of the last century. It is 
clear that there was an epicemic of obsession. A member, Mr. A. E. 
Hollister, writing of the manifestations at Mount Lebanon, N. Y.. 
which began in 1838, says “ tribe after tribe of native Indian Spirits 
were instructed in our meetings. . . . Their ways, exhibited through 
the bodies of the brethren and sisters most impressible to spirit con- 
trol, were at first rough and uncouth, but in the course of a number 
of visits they became gentle and refined in manner, and manifested 
deep gratitude for kindness shown them. Of course, in our family 
meetings but a few members of a tribe could manifest at once, but they 
seemed to act as delegates and spokesmen for the remainder who were 
referred to as present.” (T'wo Worlds [Manchester] vol. I, p. 445.) 
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If this were “ mass control” we find thirty years later a kind of 
mass materialization, but some of the Indians are now distinguished 
by names and by specific description. F. W. Evans, in his Autobiog- 
raphy of a Shaker (p. 234) described “ Wickachee, tall and thickset, 
complexion very dark, Indian features and port of an Indian, attired 
with ornamental head-dress, generally danced, never spoke.” At Chit- 
tenden (Vermont) at the Eddy homestead in 1874, were many others, 
of whom good and full descriptions are given in Olcott’s People from 
the Other World. The young Indian woman Honto (p. 135) measur- 
ing 5 ft. 3 in., appeared frequently in different dresses, but usually in 


1e 
| 


‘ight clothing and a sash round her waist, or with bands crossed over 
her bosom, sometimes with a cap, at other times bare-headed, her black 
hair a yard or more in length, loose or braided, but sometimes short, 
to the shoulders. Sometimes she wore a dress to below the knee, meet- 
ing high moccasins trimmed about the top with what looked like fur. 
* Others have seen her in a dress with two rows of phosphorescent but- 
tons gleaming like diamonds that ran from each shoulder in curved 
lines to the bottom of her skirt.” When Mrs. Cleveland was allowed 
to lay her hand upon Honto’s bare flesh to feel the beating of the 
heart, “it felt cold and moist, not like that of a living person. The 
breast was a woman’s and the heart beat feebly but rhythmically.” 
There were also Bright Star, a dark-faced shapely squaw; Daybreak, 
who danced to the playing of the violin; Santum, a great fellow of 
6 ft. 3 in., in a hunting shirt of dressed buckskin, striped, fringed ; leg- 
gings also fringed, feather on head, and a powder horn (real) slung 
by a belt across the shoulder. He was sometimes accompanied by a 
second giant Indian spirit, and a third was Swift Cloud, 5 ft. 10 in., 
in a blue jacket with fringed sleeves, brown or grey hunting shirt, 
fringed leggings and feather in hair. 

At a dark séance where Horatio Eddy was the medium, there was 
a dance by “a pack of a dozen howling, leaping, skylarking Indians, 
who beat on the drums, rattle the tambourines, blow the horns, ‘ring 
the heavier bells.) .>. . The creatures yell, and one can hear their 
stamping on the floor in cadence with their rude music. The dance 
is preceded by a stillness so dead that for any sound of life we might 
fancy the room empty. <A slow beating of the time, a few clangs of 
the big dinner bell, a measured beat of the tambourine, and then the 
time grows faster and faster until in a moment we are in the midst 
of the hurly burly. As an exhibition of pure brute force . . . this 
Indian dance is probably unsurpassed in the annals of spiritual 
manifestations.” 
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In this year, 1874, which it may be recalled was the same in which 
Sir William Crookes published his first findings in the Quarterly Jour- 
nal of Science, now so famous as his “ Researches into the Phenomena 
of Spiritualism,” we find the Indian already transplanted onto English 
soil. There was a well-known “ control” of the medium Mrs. Hollis 
(afterwards Billing), named Skiwaukie, a fac simile of whose “ direct ’ 
writing was published in the Medium and Daybreak for 1874, p. 105. 
Later on he became the chief control of George Spriggs of Cardiff 
who himself describes what I may call the change of ownership, in 
Light, 1895, p. 520: 


** Ski, as we always call him, came to me while the Cardiff sit- 
tings were proceeding, and has been a constant attendant ever 
since. It was at a sitting given by Mrs. Billing at Mr. Burns’s, 
which I attended whilst on a visit to London, that I first met him. 
He was director of Mrs. Billing’s circle and he told me he knew 
all about our sittings at Cardiff and the difficulties in the way of 
the materialized forms speaking to us in the direct voice, and would 
come down and help us. 

* On my return we had a sitting at Cardiff simultaneously with 
one held by Mrs. Billing. Ski came as promised, with the imm 
diate result that the forms were able to talk freely. If you ask 
me how he managed it, I can’t tell you—and he has stuck to me 
ever since.” 


This was a considerable advance on the pounding about in the 
dark and bell-ringing performance which was the feature of the pre- 
vious displays. If the Indian could be yoked in to coéperate a little 
in our Laboratories, the prospect of brightening Psychical Research 
would become encouraging ! 


But to continue. A further step in his refinement may be traced 
in another medium’s account, that of E. W. Wallis, when aged about 
seventeen. It is contained in an interview reported in Light, 1895, 


p. 442: 


“One of the first spirits speaking through me claimed to be 
my grandmother, and finding that she could not master me she 
brought an Indian control, who jabbered away in a strange gib- 
berish. I did not resist him, as I thought it did not matter seeing 
that nobody could understand what was being said. He came 
again and again, and after awhile my friends began to teach him 
English.” 


“That was a slow process, I expect.” 
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“ Not very. He learnt very readily and had the advantage from 
the start of being able in some way to comprehend the meaning 
when he was spoken to, although he did not know the words. This 
was Lightheart, originally a S. American Indian from the banks 
of the Amazon, a spirit of most genial kindly disposition who has 
remained with me ever since. He had more power than others and 
was able to bring me to a condition more nearly approaching 
unconsciousness than any other control had yet done. He used me 
for impersonations ” (i.e., to indicate the characteristic gestures, 
etc., of the departed friends of sitters). 


One more Indian “ control ” of the same period, but a finer stage 
still in mediumship, may be cited before leaving these actual examples 
of the last generation. David Anderson, a Scottish postman known 
to the Glasgow Association of Spiritualists, had visited America when 
young, and among his “ controls ” were Jacob (a Jew), Dr. Colvin, 
John Conelly (Irish), the Rev. Richard Hull; Carl (German) and 
Three Bulls, “ an Indian Spirit who is first rate in describing scenes 
connected with sitters, and portraying their relatives and friends.” 
On one occasion “ at a séance he made with pencil a rough drawing 
of a ship and showed to one of the sitters a man falling from the 
imast and being killed, at the same time writing a series of letters on 
the paper, which at first could not be made out, but were shortly 
found to be the name of the victim of the accident, Archibald Sims, 
written backwards. Both name and incident were quite correct. My 
Indian has done a great deal in that way and he gives satisfaction to 
inquirers. Three Bulls is also a strong magnetizer and treats by means 
of passes.” (Light, 1895, p. 67.) 

Of the crowds of mediums whose names may be counted in the last 
thirty years, there are few English or American who have not, or 
had not at some time, an Indian “ control,” and the same is true of 
the living mediums of today. I believe (though I speak under correc- 
tion) that in spite of the much greater vogue of physical mediumship 
on the Continent the Indian is not found there: 
different. 


the convention is 
And having read much of such specific controls as I have 
given examples of, and knowing them to be rife, it occurred to me 
that it would be an interesting enquiry to ask if anything in the nature 
of evidential proof of the controls themselves were available. Surely 
among the scores of mediums, with their hundreds of sitters, in such 
a period as sixty or seventy years, someone must have been sufficiently 
interested or sufficiently curious to put it to the proof! It is true 
that the difficulty of proving the identity of a given Indian may be 
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much greater than that of proving it as to one of our own people. We 
cannot speak or understand the native tongue, for one thing; there 
may be no written record by which to check the statements, either. 
I applied to the best informed people that I knew, and enlisted the 
sympathetic codperation of a popular medium, who took incredible 
trouble to enquire among his confréres. But the result has been a 
feeling rather like that of descending a long flight of steps and finding 
the bottom ones gone! I have heard vaguely of “ controls” who 
had at some time told their mediums something of their own story; 
and the mediums in question have as firm a conviction (and usually 
as.clear a view) of the reality of the Indians as we have of our neigh- 
bors and friends. It is impossible to doubt that; and neither need we 
be so illogical as to admit the possibility of survival for the white man 
(however much or however little we may eventually mean by survival) 
and deny it to the Redskin. If survival be a fact, then every Indian 
who ever roamed the hunting fields of earth is abiding somewhere in 
the Universe, even if not in that Great Village in the West which hi 
believed in here; and he may possibly be making himself useful in séanc: 
rooms. We cannot disprove it, and personally, the accumulation of 
living testimony to the reality of their Indian friends makes it easic: 
for me to believe in them than altogether to disbelieve, in spite of thy 
remarkable absence of the kind of proof that convinces the logical mind. 

I may add in conclusion, for what it is worth, that I thought I 
had really got near proof when Mrs. McKenzie of the British Colleg: 
of Psychic Science told me that a medium’s Indian control ha 
addressed her by a strange name, which he said was the original nativ: 
name of the Mackenzie River! Unfortunately this was not recorded, 
so as to make corroboration possible. But it would at least have 
proved that he knew the original name, which would have been some 
thing, in default of knowing that he himself had a right to his own 
name! And the only message that ever reached me through an Indian 
reflected pretty accurately the medium’s misunderstanding of m)\ 
enquiry, and resentment in consequence. I concluded that in that cas 
at least the medium and her control were one, and not two. 


Now having admitted that no proof such as the psychical researcher 
can admit as evidential, ever seems to have been given, or asked for, 
or attempted on the part of either mediums, sitters, or “ controls,” 
are we therefore to conclude that the entire class represent a well- 
marked phase of prosopopesis? It seems to me that there is still some- 
thing to be said against doing so, although the argument shares tlie 
weakness common to all positive positions which found themselves upon 
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the significance of a negative one. But if the existence of Indian 
controls were solely a matter of imitation, the obedience to a conven- 
tion already established, and molding by suggestion the development 
of psychic (or pseudo-psychic) faculty in a community which had no 
scientific standard to protect from or counterbalance the influences, 
then one would expect to find all mediums tarred with the same brush. 
All Americans without exception know that there was a race, or rather 
a group of multitudinous tribes, inhabiting the New World and for 
long out-numbering the white settlers, and it would seem the most 
natural thing in the world for their spirits, granting the premise of 
spirits at all, to be still hovering over the soil that had been theirs. 
But from two at least of the great springs of spiritualist tradition, 
from Hydesville and from Andrew Jackson Davis’ work, we get no 
hint of this mass of aborigines waiting to be either guides or guided. 
When Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten wanted to write her “ History of 
American Spiritualism,” she had to go back to the Shakers and get 
the account from them. 

When the earliest mediums from the United States arrived in 
Kingland in the fifties they do not seem to have had an Indian tradi- 
tion; yet before the seventies it had arrived; and more or less “ peace- 
ful”? penetration was going on fast, though as we have seen, one good 
Indian had to serve two or more mediums. (What were our own 
Ancient Britons about, by the way, to let their market be so taken? 
As far as I know there is still only one Druid in this unharvested field 
even now; and as his specialty seems to be rather a luridly sensational 
type of biography, perhaps it is as well.) But the absence of an 
Indian in a land where, if mediums swarm, surely native “ controls ” 
ought to swarm equally, looks as if it is not all imitative merely. If 
we consider the Indian simply as a “ secondary personality,” an easy 
tvpe for the prosopopetical faculty to make use of, then there is a 
notable absence of that element in the very cases where it ought to 
be most in evidence. Certain features have characterized the great 
standard examples of ‘“ dissociated personalities,” and yet not one 
of them has developed an Indian, either in his own land or ours. Again, 
a study of the commonest form of all hallucinations, the hypnagogic, 
which ought to be a guide to psychic idiosyncrasy where it exists, fails 
to show any appreciable proportion of Indians. There does not seem 
therefore a stronger case on the whole for the Indian’s being an 
imaginary construct than for his being genuine. 

To admit this does not commit us to accepting every alleged Indian 
control, nor to letting in all the “ ancient Egyptian priests,” and the 
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entire Johannine clamjamfrey, any more than the acceptance of some 
ghosts as real commits us to holding all ghosts everywhere and in all 
times to be equally real. But it is rather a pity, all the same, that 
with such an opportunity as my invitation gave, every Indian should 
have sat tight and glum on, or in, his mediumistic hold and refused 
to come out. Perhaps some other enquirer will have better luck, or 
if a case of proven identity exists, published or unpublished, it would 
be worth while to give it further publicity. 


INTERNATIONAL NOTES 


BY HARRY PRICE 


Foreign Research Officer, American Society for Psychical Research 


The chief topic of conversation in British psychic circles at th 
time of writing (May Ist) is the sudden and dramatic appearance of 
Joanna Southcott’s mysterious “ box ” which has become historical. 
I should describe Joanna as a religious visionary and clairvoyant: 
who was born at Gittisham in Devonshire in 1750. Having prophesied, 
and some of her predictions being verified by events, she and her 
adherents began (1792) to make a noise in the world. She pro 
claimed herself the ** Woman” of Rev. 12, and began to “ seal” th 
elect, 144,000, for a monetary consideration. But after 1808 th« 
practice was dropped, for one of the “ sealed ” was hanged for murder 
at York. She had come to London on the invitation of Sharp, th 
engraver. 

A great commotion was caused when it was “ revealed” that 
Joanna, though advanced in years, would give birth to the promised 
** Shiloh *—who was going to regenerate mankind. Great prepara- 
tions were made for the “ Second Advent ” and a cradle of gold—real| 
or simulation—was presented to Joanna by her excited followers. 
But the “ outward and visible signs ” of the coming of Shiloh turned 
out to be the usual symptoms associated with dropsy. The non- 
arrival of Shiloh caused much disappointment among the elect. 
Joanna died in 1814. 


Before Joanna Southcott died she left a sealed box (or perhaps 
more than one) which is supposed to contain something that will benefit 
the nation at large. Instructions were left that the “ box ” was to be 
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opened only in a time of dire national distress and in the presence of 
at least seven bishops. This box (or a box, if more than one is in 
existence) has now been deposited with the National Laboratory of 
Psychical Research with permission to open at discretion. It was 
accompanied by a history and pedigree of the box. It is the intention 
of the Laboratory Council to submit the box to a number of clairvoy- 
ants who will be requested to psychometrise the box and to give 
impressions of the contents. I also intend to X-ray the box, after 
which it will be opened at a public meeting. At least one bishop has 


already promised to attend the “‘ opening ceremony.” I think the 


coming of Joanna’s box will make a series of articles which I hope 
shortly to present to my readers. Whether we can claim that Great 
Britain is now in “dire national distress” is a matter of opinion. 
There are many who think that the recent Budget, the “ votes for 
flappers,” and the epidemic of sex plays warrant the opening of a 
dozen of Joanna’s “ boxes.” 
* 





* * * 





* 

“The dread of death will never be removed by the promise of a 
future existence,” writes the Bishop of Southwark (Dr. Cyril Garbett) 
in a message to his diocese on “ The Fear of Death” in the May 
number of the Southwark Diocesan Gazette. 

“What is wanted is the assurance that in the life to come all that 
is best and truest in human character is preserved and heightened. 
Not length of time alone, but value is needed; not mere quantity of 
years, but the deepening of their quality,” he continues. ‘ I can think 
of many men and women, brave and sensible in the affairs of life, who 
in quiet conversation have admitted this fear of death. 

“With many the ground for this fear is to be found in the haunt- 
ing dread that the close of life means extinction. It is the nemesis 
which naturally follows when this life has been regarded as all sufficient. 
There are some who have no fear of extinction, their lives have been 
so hard and so sad that they look forward to a sleep from which there 
will be no awakening. But to most there is a dread of parting forever 
from all that has made their lives happy. 

“ With the decay of faith the belief in the certainty of immortality 
has gone. In the past death indeed had its aspects of awe and solem- 
nity. There is a craving to know that death is not the end and that 
our communion with our friends is not broken forever. 

“It is this which has led many to find comfort in the more or less 


assured results of psychical research or in the far less certain claims 
of the spiritualist. 
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“The existence after death described by many spiritualists is to 
most thoughtful men repellent rather than attractive—it is a mere 
lengthening of this present life. It cannot be said too often that mere 
survival of death is not necessarily a boon.” 

- * * - * 

Nature, the famous mouth-piece of orthodox science, returns to 
the subject of psychical research in the issue of April 2nd, 1927. In 
a two-page review, “ Science and Psychic Behavior,” of No. 5, Vol. 1. 
of the British Journal of Psychical Research, Mr. H. Levy discusses 
Eleonore Zigun and “ Margery.” Mr. Levy says: * The accusation 
is frequently levelled at scientific workers that they will give no thought 
or credence to the very real phenomena of the supernormal, and that 
this attitude of aloofness sits ill on those who profess the true scientific 
spirit. That there is truth in this charge can hardly be gainsaid. 
When Sir Oliver Lodge pronounces on a modern development or even 
on a modern speculation of molecular physics the auditorium is filled 
with craning necks and assenting minds, but let him turn to the subject 
of materializations or the after-life, the scientific necks are relaxed and 
the minds closed. It is worth while inquiring why this conspiracy o! 
hostile silence is maintained. 

“Tt is a truism that trustworthy scientific work can be accomplished 
only by trained minds after elaborate preparation for a line of attack 
based on a close study of the problem. . . . In these circumstances 
it is permissible to doubt that any individual, no matter how well inten- 
tioned, could sail into a notoriously difficult region of inquiry and 
produce almost immediately astounding results of full evidential value. 
Even were the individual a trained scientific investigator, there is a 
natural hesitancy in acceptance, for independent verification by other 
workers is a necessary and legitimate demand. The difficulty is accen- 
tuated when the scientist who undertakes or is present at the inquiry 
is constrained to work under conditions and limitations the full imp!li- 
cations of which cannot be precisely appreciated. The phenomenon. 
he may be told, will take place only in darkness, or in dull red light, 
or in the presence of a particular individual, or a group of individuals, 
or when a gramophone plays in the subdued light of a vacuum tube 
discharge, and so on. If, moreover, the events described as occurring, 
when accepted, would involve a complete reconsideration of the struc- 
ture of mechanical processes, reluctance to admit that the evidence is 
above criticism is naturally intensified. These are the difficulties one 
encounters with most of the material in the publication before us. 


. . .” Mr. Levy asks the pertinent question, “ Is it not possible for 
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the National Laboratory of Psychical Research to produce the details 
of a single and convincing experiment that could be performed by any 
competent scientific worker in his own laboratory, as simple, say, as 
measuring the period of a pendulum?” Unfortunately, the time has 
not yet arrived when any medium can go into any laboratory at any 
time and produce his phenomena to order ad libitum. Mr. Levy for- 
gets that a medium is a human being with a mind, a soul, and a person- 
ality, and is not a machine that can be wound up and set going at the 
whim of its owner. The fact that he is dealing with “ psychic ” mat- 
ters should make Mr. Levy realize that the human element is the chief 
and all-important factor in experiments with a living medium. 





The Countess Wassilko-Serecki sends me the complete manuscript 
of her “ defence ” to Dr. Rosenbusch’s attack on herself and Eleonore 
Zagun which appeared in the Berliner Tageblatt. 

The statement begins with a reply to certain points in Dr. Rosen- 
busch’s attack denying that she (the Countess) is a Pole and that she 
is a disciple of Professor Freud in Vienna. Further, the Countess 
points out that neither she nor anyone else has ever contended that 
Eleonore Ziigen is possessed by the “ Rumanian devil, Dracu.” The 
remaining part of the Countess’s statement deals more or less with the 
repudiation of the attack that the phenomena of the scratches were 
produced by her in a dishonest manner. Further, the Countess main- 
tains that the filming of the phenomena by the “ EKU ” Company will 
prove in the lawsuit the correctness of her claim. She also specially 
mentions the statement of a Herr Martini, an operator of the “ EKU ” 
who is alleged to have said that the Countess touched Eleonore on the 
left cheek and told her to keep her hair in order. The Countess denies 
the possibility of this statement, as Martini is alleged to have said 
that the Countess spoke the words Bring doch Deine Haare in Ordnung 
in German, a language which she never uses when talking to Eleonore. 











Professor C. G. Seligman, F.R.S., contributes to a recent issue of 
the Evening News a most interesting monograph on “ Dreams.” He 
says: There has probably never been a time in the history of man 
when dreams have not been a source of wonder and perplexity, and 
explanations of their cause and meaning earnestly sought. 

Among primitive peoples of the present day the belief is commonly 
held that dreams represent the actual experiences and sensations of 
the soul in its wanderings while released from the body during sleep. 
Among civilized folk—such as most of our own population, who hold no 
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such idea of the soul—no definite theory of dreams can be said to exist, 
and apart from a few unsuccessful efforts this was the condition of 
things even among psychologists until a few years ago. 

At that time experiment and study showed that a number of factors 
contribute to the form which a dream takes, and certain principles 
underlying the series of changes which memories undergo before appear- 
ing in dream form were set forth, especially by Freud. The conclu- 
sions reached are that dreams are the expression of an emotion (or 
clash of emotions—conflict), often of the struggle between the instincts 
and the result of moral and social up-bringing, and frequently consti- 
tuting wish-fulfilments, i.e., fulfilments of desires which at the time ar: 
often unconscious and sometimes have never been conscious. 

In considering the dreams themselves the first thing that strikes th 
individual in at least most adults is the confused and unnatural! 
imagery while the whole content of a dream may be absolutely non- 
sensical. It is these curious or unusual qualities in dreams, and espe- 
cially the unnatural objects that appear in them that constitute the 
symbols and symbolism of the dream. While unable to discuss here 
the reason for the disguised version of the facts presented in dreams, 
I may repeat what I have mentioned above, that the unnatural and 
bizarre elements are considered to represent a symbolic rendering of 
a desire or emotion which we cannot bring ourselves to admit during 
our waking hours, or which is so contrary to the normal mode of our 
thought that it is never allowed full development in our consciousness. 

To make the matter clearer, let us take an example from a book 
which everyone has read. In Genesis xxxvii, it is recorded how Joseph 
dreamed that he and his brothers were making sheaves, and that his 
brothers’ sheaves bowed down before his sheaf. There is obviously no 
difficulty to anyone acquainted with the rivalry of Joseph and his 
brethren in interpreting Joseph’s dream as a wish-fulfilment, a carry- 
ing on in sleep and in a disguised form of his desire in his waking hours. 
In other cases the “ camouflage ” is carried much further, e.g., as in 
the less candid symbolism of the story in Genesis xl—concerning 
Pharaoh’s butler and chief baker. 

After this very short outline it may be profitable to discuss som: 
of the problems which, from the standpoint of anthropology, folk-lore, 
and comparative psychology, are of special interest at the present day. 

First, with regard to the relatively simple question, are the dreams 
of non-European races, civilized or uncivilized, of the same essential 
nature as those of Europeans? In other words, are the dream mechan- 
isms the same? There can be no doubt that this is so. Recent work 
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on dreams collected from the wild tribes of Assam, and a study of the 
dream material of certain Japanese classics, indicate that these two 
races, widely apart from each other in civilization and, broadly speak- 
ing, of different stock, have dreams with symbols which also exhibit 
the same irrationality as the dreams of the white races. 

Again, other Mongolian peoples exhibit the same wish-fulfilment 
symbolism in their dreams as is found in Europe—e.g., if an Achehnese 
(Malay) dreams that he is walking under an umbrella (in the East 
one of the common signs of dignity and power), it is held to betoken 
worldly success, as is,riding on an elephant. 

There is another feature which seems to be associated with the 
dreams of almost every known people—namely, the translation of the 
dream symbolism by contraries. Thus in English folk-lore if you dream 
of a wedding it means a funeral; in Ashanti if you find gold you will 
always be poor, and a dream that a man is daubed with clay (the color 
of rejoicing) betokens that he will soon be covered with mourning paint. 

When studying dreams in which symbolism occurs, it is soon 
obvious that certain dreams recur so frequently and in so many differ- 
ent subjects, all or many of whom attach the same meaning to them, 
that they may be regarded as “ type” dreams. Moreover, it is found 
that these type dreams are not confined to any particular race or class, 
but that certain of them have been found to occur among many of the 
people of the Old World (America has hardly been investigated from 
this point of view) regardless of race and civilization. 

It can in fact be shown that identical symbolism—.e., identical 
symbols seen in dreams having the same meaning attached to them in 
waking life—is found in the dreams of unrelated races to such an 
extent that it will probably be necessary to give full weight to what 
appears to be a common store of phantasy when considering such 
questions as the origin and migrations of myths in folk-lore. 

Of type dreams two of the best known at present are (1) the tooth- 
losing dream and (2) the flying dream. The tooth-losing dream seems 
to be the most universal of type dreams, with everywhere the same 
significance—namely, the loss of a relative or dear friend. It is found 
with this meaning in Europe, in the Sudan, and on the Gold Coast, 
where the expression “* My canine tooth has come out ” is an Ashanti 
saying signifying the loss of a near and dear kinsman. The same 
translation to the dream obtains in Assam, among the Malays both of 
the Straits and of the Islands, and in China and Japan, and it is inter- 
esting to note that in some of these places the particular tooth lost 


betokens the death of a particular relative. The flying dream occurs 
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in all degrees among ourselves, and follows closely the distribution of 
the tooth-losing dream, everywhere being taken to betoken success 
or good luck. 

One class of dream has not been mentioned, and that perhaps the 
most frequent of all—namely, the anxiety dream. Here the inward 
struggle which has led to the dream takes the form of an intense 
anxiety; especially may the dreamer feel it impossible to open his eyes 
or move a limb, though danger is near. Animals often enter into such 
dreams. Inadequate preparation for a journey or inability to catch 
a train seems to be one of the commoner forms among ourselves; one 
dream of this class perhaps especially common is the vision that thi 
dreamer has to start on a long journey in an hour or two, that his 
boxes are all unpacked, and their contents so mixed that it seems 
hopeless to attempt anything. 

It may be noted that no mention has been made of the physical 
causes of dreams. It is probable that these have been considerably 
exaggerated in the past, and in any case, if a dream is the result of a 
heavy meal before bedtime, it is still probable that the form and 
symbolism of the dream will be dictated not by the food eaten but by 
the feelings and anxieties of the dreamer. 

Although modern ideas on the mechanism of dreams are not con 
cerned with revealing the future, nevertheless the dreamer may bi 
helped to disentangle some of his mental and moral problems (as in 
many “ shell shock ” cases) by a careful analysis of his dreams, tracing 
his difficulties, mayhap, to some event long since forgotten, by the 
conscious mind, but still asserting itself in the unconscious and 
endeavoring to express itself in dreams. 


Lord Charles Hope, in some recent experiments at his flat with 


Valiantine, produced with the co6peration of a gramophone company, 


a number of records of the voices that “ came through.” Some of the 
languages spoken purported to be ancient and modern Chinese, Hindu- 
stani, and Italian—all of which are said to be unknown to the medium. 
The voices were taken through a microphone and along a telephone 
line especially engaged from the post-office to the gramophone com 
pany’s premises nearby, where the records were successfully made. 
One of the voices alleged to be heard was that of Confucius, the Chinese 
philosopher, who died 479 8.c. Lord Charles is not convinced that 
the voices are of spirit origin, though no evidence of fraud was discov- 
ered. Lord Charles, who is a member of the National Laboratory, 
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tried hard to persuade Valiantine to let us make some experiments with 
him but his efforts were in vain. 
* * * - * 

The day of miracles is not past, according to spiritualists in Odense, 
the second largest provincial town in Denmark, and the birthplace of 
Hans Andersen. 

Wonderful cures are alleged to be effected every week by the spirit 
of Brother Johannes, a Franciscan monk, who died two hundred years 
ago. These weekly séances with Brother Johannes have been held in 
strict secrecy. 

It is reported that a girl, who was blind from her eleventh year, 
had her eyes touched by the healing fingers of Brother Johannes, and 
that her eyesight became normal immediately. 

Cripples are said to have left their crutches behind and to have 
walked away with strong, healthy limbs. 

* * * * * 

According to the Polish press, the bandits of Lodz, Poland’s chief 
manufacturing town, are using hypnosis as a means of overcoming 
their victims. A Captain Paionk, on returning home, discovered that 
his house had been robbed and his wife was in such a deep sleep that 
he was unable to wake her. He summoned the police doctors, who 
found that she had been hypnotized. Artificial nourishment was admin- 
istered because ordinary medical treatment failed to bring her round. 
It is said that this is the seventh crime of the kind which has occurred 
in Poland recently. Personally, I believe the story is much exag- 
gerated, to put it very mildly. 

The Morning Post of March 15th reports a most interesting lec- 
ture by Mr. F. G. Fraser, who addressed the Société Internationale de 
Philologie, Sciences, et Beaux-Arts, on “ Highland Second Sight.” 
He threw the cold light of reason on this obscure subject but it was 
a fascinating talk. The Morning Post says: 

The lecturer pointed out that the revolution of 1745 brought the 
Highlands of Scotland and the outer isles, until that time regarded 
as strongholds of barbarianism, within the knowledge of the civilized 
world. He spoke of the erudition of many of its inhabitants, who 
loved learning for its own sake. A number of them possessed this 
uncanny faculty of “ second sight,” could foretell the future, and see 
with the “ inner eye” things that were not visible to the physical eye. 

“Its literature goes back for at least 300 years,” he said, “ and 
there have been many books written upon it. Dr. Johnson, in his tour 
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to the Hebrides in 1795, encountered it, and wrote of it. Today there 
remains a body of well-authenticated facts, which challenge attention 
and investigation. 

* The vision of coming events which some of the Highlanders pos 
sess,” continued Mr. Fraser, “ used to be accompanied, in some cases, 
by a nerve storm and by a subsequent prostration. It must not b 
confused with the sight of apparitions, nor does it depend upon arti- 
ficial aids, such as accompanied the invocation of the oracles in classic 
times.” 

He went on to tell how it was known that one person, walking along 
a road with his friends, would suddenly stop and say, ** Wait till th 
funeral goes by,” though his friends could see nothing of it. This was 
a sign that, at some later date, a funeral would pass along that road. 
In the same way, he might be talking to a person who suddenly dimin- 
ished in size—and then returned to his normal stature, which was 
regarded as a sign that this person was doomed. 

Occasionally they saw an actual friend or acquaintance wrapped 
in a shroud; but this particular vision seemed to have become less 
common, and today people gifted with “second sight ” often heard 
the spectral making of a coffin. All the visions, however, did not dea! 
with death; the seers were often able to foretell the coming of a visitor : 
and if he was unknown to them, could see his features so distinctly that 
they could recognize him the moment that he appeared. 

* There is a well-authenticated tale of a crofter,” he said, “ who 
went one night to his barn, and saw on the door a spectral coffin of 
elaborate design. He went in and told his wife of the vision; and sli 
comforted him by saying that the death could not occur in their family 
as they were totally unable to afford such a coffin. 

** Some time later a wealthy farmer of the district died; his coffin 
was being carried along, when it was found that a bridge over which 
he must pass was broken down. The procession therefore came to the 
crofter, and asked permission for the coffin to rest the night in his 
barn. When he saw it he recognized the elaborate casket of his vision.” 

In conclusion, Mr. Fraser deprecated the suggestion that those 
possessed of or believing in “ second sight ” must of necessity be poor 
and ignorant peasants. He produced evidence to show that learned 
divines and scholars had treated it with the utmost respect and rever- 
ence, and that among the Highlanders of today it was still regarded 
as an indisputable fact. 

. * * * . 

Muriel Davies, a nineteen-year-old girl, of Treforrest, South Wales, 

claims to be able to diagnose disease with the help of the “ spirits,” 
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although she has no technical knowledge of medical or surgical science. 

She is a medium and claims to be the mouthpiece of the spirit of an 
K.gyptian doctor who died over 100 years ago. 

While in a trance Miss Davies is stated to have diagnosed ar. inter- 
nal abscess close to the eye tooth of a man named Ewins, who had been 
told by doctors that to save his sound eye the affected one must come 
out. He went to a dentist and had the abscess removed, and is 
now well. 

The girl holds trances at 3 a.m., when, she explains, the doctor’s 
spirit animates her. 

* * * * # 

Now that the “merry month of May ” has arrived, the West End 
fortune-tellers, diviners, crystal gazers, palmists, astrologers, et hoc 
genus omne, are busily furbishing up their “ parlours ” in readiness 
for the annual plucking of the “ pigeons ” who flock to their haunts at 
this season of the year. Many of their clients are wealthy tourists 
from the United States. If the charlatans are getting busy there is 
** certain liveliness ” on the part of the police, who have just 
roped in a * Madame Nadine,” a Regent Street mystic, who was 


also a 


charged under the Vagrancy Act with “ pretending or proposing to 
1 ler the \ Act with “ pretend t 


. 


tell fortunes.” The case was rather amusing. Madame was visited 
by station-sergeant Goddard, who agreed to have a half-guinea “ read- 
ing.’ Ona black velvet cushion before Madame Nadine was a crystal 
ball. Gazing into that crystal, the seeress told the station-sergeant 
things that sound very like fortune-telling. He had a daughter. No? 
Then he should be blessed with a daughter. Lots of money were com- 
ing to him from somebody in Wales, or it might be from somebody in 
Devon or Cornwall. Had he friends in those parts? He had no such 
friends. Nevertheless he might look for success. He would have a 
car; may we not call a man successful when he rides in his car? “I 
see you know a little about the law,” said Madame Nadine, “ but not 
much, as it does not interest you.” In the subsequent proceedings 
Madame was mulcted in the sum of £35 for telling the police-sergeant 
that the law did not * interest ” him. 
“ * * # * 

One of London’s spiritualist centers, the Temple of Light, in West- 
minster Bridge Road, S.E., has been ordered to close. Prominent 
Roman Catholics have issued a writ against Mr. W. Harold Speer, 
the president, to restrain him from using the premises for occult pur- 
poses. ‘They are the Roman Catholic Bishop of Southwark, the Right 
Rey. W. F. Brown, the Very Rev. F. H. Northcote and the Rev. Philip 
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Hallett. A writ has also been issued against Mr. P. W. McGee, of the 
Seamen’s Union. The building was erected by Roman Catholics. 
‘Twenty-five years ago it was sold to the Seamen’s Union on condition 
that it was not used for religious purposes unconnected with Roman 
Catholicism. In the agreement was a special clause intimating that 
occult science and spiritualism ‘were not be carried on there. Since 
its opening last year by the Rev. Vale Owen as the Temple of Light, 
however, it has become a center for clairvoyance and occult demon- 
strations. 
* * * * * 

Mr. H. Ernest Hunt delivered a most interesting lecture on “ Some 
Sleep Phenomena and a Working Theory ” to the National Labora: 
tory of Psychical Research on April 26th. He described several dream 
phenomena, One of them concerned an old colleague of his at Oxford 
who dreamed that his mother was ill and lying in bed wearing a curious 
jacket surrounded by flowers. ‘The dream was so vivid that he returned 
home at once and found his mother exactly as he had pictured her. 
There was, Mr. Hunt insisted, something quite distinct from the 
physical body that could see. He quoted the case of Goethe visited 
by a friend who had got drenched. This friend borrowed Goethe's 
dressing gown and slippers and fell asleep. He dreamed that he met 
Goethe, who asked him what he was doing in his dressing gown and 
slippers. Meanwhile Goethe, who was away from his home, had seen 
his friend in his clothes, and in his mind had asked why he was wearing 
them. There must, Mr. Hunt continued, be a secondary self that was 
capable of leaving the body and of seeing and being. seen. In hypnotic 
sleep the subject could see for a hundred miles or more, and see things 
that corresponded with the facts. Flammarion, for instance, had 
recorded the case of a hypnotized subject who had been sent to find 
an individual, whom she found walking in bare feet on very cold stones. 
Similar phenomena were witnessed in anesthesia, and Dr. George Wild, 
of Wimbledon, who had given himself chloroform to relieve acute pain, 
found himself outside his body observing it, but not from the angle 
of his natural eyesight. Similarly, a boy who had been given gas 
for the extraction of teeth saw the entire operation, but saw it appar- 
ently from the corner of the ceiling. This pointed to the existence of 
two bodies, one of which was physical and the other of which was of 
such fine matter as to be invisible to the normal material body. There 
existed in fact the “spiritual” and physical bodies deseribed by 
St. Paul. The “ spiritual ” body was the essential one. In the opinion 
of Mr. Hunt, the centre of gravity was in the physical body in the 
daytime, but at night during sleep it lay in the “ spiritual ” body. 
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In fact, we died daily, and all that happened in death was that the 
pendulum which was normal in life ceased to swing. 
* * * * # 

Mr. Eric J. Dingwall, Research Officer of the British Society for 
Psychical Research, has severed his connection with that organization 
and, he informs me, intends to devote his energies to the study of 
crania instead of to psychical research. It is now five years, since 
Mr. Dingwall joined the English society and first came into prominence 
when I carried out my experiments with Hope, the Crewe photo- 
graphic medium. As my readers are aware, our experiences with this 
psychic started a most bitter controversy, the effects of which are 
still apparent. We were restored to grace somewhat by the Hope 
protagonists when we delivered our favorable verdict concerning 
Willy Schneider upon our return from Munich in 1922. Mr. Ding- 
wall will surely find in the calmer waters of anthropology fewer rocks 
and less dangerous shallows to jeopardize the good ship * Research.” 

Details are now available with regard to the forthcoming Inter- 
national Congress of Psychical Research in Paris; and since no very 
specific announcement has been made in these columns, it seems in order 
to inform the readers of the Journal. The Congress will sit from 
September 26th to October Ist; and for four days prior to this, that 
is to say, from September 22nd to 25th, an information office will be 
open at the Institut Metapsychique International, 89 Avenue Niel, 
Paris XVII. This office will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, 
and from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m.; and all information about the lectures 
and other sessions of the Congress and its committees, as well as about 
the delegates, their Paris addresses, etc., may be obtained by applica- 
tion there. ‘The delegates and those who plan to attend the Congress 
as spectators should avail themselves of this opportunity to make 
advance contacts. No specific announcement covering the point is yet 
made, but the sessions will presumably be held at the Institute. 

Our readers may be reminded that the action of the preceding Con- 
gresses at Copenhagen and Warsaw results in the division of the Con- 
gress activities into five departments. These are officially classified 
as follows: 

1: Supernormal action on matter; telekinesis, ete. 

2: Supernormal knowledge: telepathy, clairvoyance, psychometry, 
prophecy, ete. 

3: Psycho-physical manifestations, human radiations, ete. 

4: Laboratory experiments and technique. 

>: Terminology. 
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Committees appointed at previous Congresses will report on various 
topics, in addition to which individual delegates will present papers. 
It is believed that this year’s Congress will exceed in importance any 
of its predecessors. All members of the A.S.P.R. who are to be in 
Europe during the Congress period should arrange to attend. 
+ # + + + 

A book has just been published (in America, by Macmillan) the 
unportance of which is hardly to be exaggerated. The author does not 
pretend to make a contribution to psychical research, and he appears 
rather ashamed of the fact that the phenomena which attracted his 
attention fall within our field; but his experimental methods and 
results are such as to make his work the ranking contribution of many 
years to our science. One would speak with somewhat less certainty 
of his conclusions; many of his readers will have extreme difficult y 
following him at all, and others who follow him will not agree that his 
experiments lead inevitably to these conclusions. But the book is one 
which every psychical researcher must study with great care. The 
author is J. W. Dunne, an English scientist of high standing; the title, 
“An Experiment with Time.” He was led into this experiment by a 
series of remarkable dreams. When he realized that he was seeing in 
these dreams events that actually occurred the following day or even 
several days later, he thought at first there must be something eccentric 
in his relation to reality, which made him perceive large blocks of per 
sonal experience displaced from their proper positions in time. He 
finally concluded that his experience was normal, that any experimenter 
could duplicate it, and that it arose through a peculiarity in the struc- 
ture of time which had been heretofore overlooked. Mr. Bird tells me 
that he will review the volume in extenso; pending this, I strongly 
recommend it to the attention of my readers. 











GELEY’S “CLAIRVOYANCE AND 
MATERIALIZATION ” 


By STANLEY DE BRATH 

Ever since the first appearance in French, under its original title 
L’ectoplasmie et la clairvoyance, English readers have looked forward 
cagerly to the day when it would be available in their language. The 
very numerous inquiries which have been received at every center of 
psychical information may now receive a satisfactory answer; the 
iinglish translation by the present reviewer is now on the market, 
under the above title." 

In English as in French the book should be a classic. It holds in 
one respect a unique place in metapsychical literature, being a collec- 
tion of experimental work by small groups of men of high scientific 
standing in collaboration with Drs. Geley and Richet. Sir Oliver 
Lodge also took part in some of the tests. It treats of the two main 
types of supernormal phenomena, taking clairvoyance and materializa- 
tion as titles for the mental and physical phenomena. It is a strict 
record of laboratory work, not only without theory, but also without 
those technical terms which often imply a theory without directly 
formulating any. It is decisive in its simplicity, exact in its procedure, 
and uncomplicated by philosophical deductions. It will be a standard 
work of reference. 

In another respect also it is almost unique. Most records of 
«xperiments are almost unreadable, except by close students, by reason 
of the immense mass of verbatim stenographed matter. This is sup- 
posed to be a guarantee of accuracy, but its real effect is to shut out 
the intelligent public. In this book, although the experiments are 
laced in their chronological order, the results are presented according 
to their logical connection. Any other plan produces ponderous 
masses of indigestible matter. Much valuable work done in the past 
is thus buried under useless verbiage. 

The facts recorded by Dr. Geley are so crucial, the modes of experi- 
ment so incontrovertible, and the results so secure, that it marks a 
point of departure at which scepticism becomes wilful blindness. The 
book opens with an Introduction to the Practical Study of Medium- 


1 London; Fisher, Unwin; Med. 8vo. 401 pp. 30 shillings. 
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ship. It points out that mediumship being a reaction between at least 
two psychisms—that of the medium and that of the experimenter— 
the conditions for good output rest as much with the one as with the 
other; a statement which will no doubt cause much surprise among the 
researchers, but is certainly proved. It goes on to the general arrange- 
ment and control of séances, and devotes eight pages to fraud and the 
means of preventing it. 

Mr. Stephen Ossowiecki is the chief clairvoyant whose powers were 
tested. A great variety of experiments is given, of which one devised 
by the London S.P.R. is a fair example. Mr. Dingwall prepared a 
paper on which he drew (very badly) a bottle and on the back of which 
he added a sentence in French. Under the bottle he wrote the date, 
Aug. 22nd, 1923, placed this in a red envelope, that in an opaque dark 
one, and that again in a grey one. He pierced the whole with four 
fine needle-holes. Mr. Ossowiecki received this packet from Dr. von 
Schrenck Notzing, who did not know its contents. He described the 
envelopes and gave the date, but could not read the message. This was 
announced at the Hall of Congress Sept. 1923. Mr. Dingwall slit 
open the envelopes and showed that Mr. O.’s reading was correct in 
every particular. All rose to their feet and Mr. O. received an ovation 

Lucidity applied to a Human Subject is next dealt with in 48 
pages by a series of experiments with Madame B., a well-known Paris 
clairvoyante. One of these was with the translator, Mr. De Brath. 
The third division of the subjective side is a remarkable case of auto 
premonition of death, followed by Dr. Osty’s article on Lucidity 
directed on a human being. 

Part II is devoted to physical phenomena. It consists of (1) 
experiments with Eva C. which have already been described in sony 
detail in From the Unconscious to the Conscious; (2) séances with Mr. 
Franek Kluski; (3) experiments with Mr. Jean Guzik, with the mani- 
festo of the thirty-four well-known personalities in Paris; (4) a singu 
larly clear account of metapsychic lights and their parallels in Nature; 
ending with some experiments by Dr. von Schrenck Notzing, a criticism 
on the Sorbonne experiment of 1922, and a caution on pseudo-materia! 
izations. Of these, the experiments with Kluski are the chief. Dr. 
Geley gives the full details of the laboratory procedure: the medium’s 
hands were held during the whole experiments, cholesterin was mixed 
with the paraffin to insure the impossibility of fraudulent substitution 
of molds; and there are 50 photographs of the “ gloves ” and casts 
made from them. Some of these are masculine and some feminine 
hands, single and clasped. There are four of hands of the size of 
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children’s hands but fully adult in their characteristics. There are 
four photographs of a foot. The position of the fingers is such in 
many cases as to render impossible Sir Arthur Keith’s explanation that 
the * gloves ” were formed by slipping off a mold from the normal hand, 
and Dr. Geley gives the certificate from the Criminology Department, 
which shows that the casts do not correspond with the hands of anyone 
present. A long discussion of the methods of imitating the casts fol- 
lows; rendered necessary by the strictures of sceptics previously 
glanced at. 

A most interesting section is devoted to Defective Materializations, 
and one of the most interesting details is that on the materializations 
of animal forms, including that of the * primitive man,” and Raymond’s 
comments upon it. This latter demands much more attention; unfor- 
tunately no photographs are available. ‘This materialization contains 
the clue to some, at least, of the phenomena. 

Dr. Geley has been well advised in abstaining from all theorizing on 
the subject. He gives facts, and concludes with the observations of 
Pasteur in reply to the sciolists who derided his work: This is not a 
matter of religion, nor of philosophy, nor of atheism, materialism or 
spiritualism. It is a question of fact. 

This book should finally dispose of the objections raised to the 
impossibility of the facts. Every fresh instance of them has been taken 
as if the general possibility were dependent on the correctness of the 
procedure and the accuracy of the reporters. It is supposed that the 
numerous investigators from A, R. Wallace, Sir William Crookes, and 
Professor Richet and some scores of less known but equally competent 
observers have all been deceived or have lent themselves to deception 
from which they have reaped nothing but abuse and discredit. That it 
will actually have this effect would be too much to suppose. Men are 
not so easily induced to assent to matters which involve the abandon- 
ment of the modes of thought to which they have been accustomed. 

Shortly before his death, Sir William Barrett said to me that he 
thought that dowsing would be the clue by which scientific men would 
be led to admit supernormal faculties and their actions. Dowsing, he 
remarked, has no immediate connection with survival: it is a commer- 
cial undertaking: and it is a well-established fact. There has now 
appeared a volume in which his notes have been put into order and 
published with extensive additions by Mr. Theodore Besterman.”? ‘This 
book gives the history of dowsing from classical times onwards, it con- 


tains the lives of fifteen dowsers, it gives lengthy descriptions of the 
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procedure and a number of cases of its application. Eight pages of 
bibliography and twenty-four pages of index complete a record which 
for completeness and definiteness leaves nothing to be desired. Do w: 
find therefore a general consensus of men of science to penetrate thi 
mystery? Notso; Mr. Besterman quotes a letter from “ a well-known 
geologist ” who writes: “It is sad to find you troubling about that 
wretched divining rod. . . . Why is it that of late years this 
* pestilent heresy’ has cropped up so? And why are educated people 
bitten by it? Squires, M.P.’s, doctors, and alas, parsons!” Why 
this good gentleman should be so grieved at parsons being affected is 
not very apparent: has he found parsons peculiarly open to new 
truths? He should be fortified by the fact that despite the testimony 
that the twig is often broken in the hands of the dowser, Mr. Besterman 
concludes that unconscious muscular action is the cause of the success 
of dowsing. 

We may assume that the fate of Dr. Geley’s book will be the same 
as that of so many others; a few open-minded persons will read it and 
will be convinced that the “ unseen intelligences ” that comply with the 
requests of the human operators (p. 259) are real persons; the bulk 
of those interested in metapsychic operations will try to show that they 
are illusions of the experimenter, and will fear to admit that the experi- 
ments give ground for suspecting survival in a new state of being; while 
the great mass of the people who need this conviction of survival more 
than anything else to induce them to give some effect to such a belie! 
will never hear of the book at all. 
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